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From the REV. Mz. INGHAM, 
| To the REV. JOHN WESLEY. 
| | IJ ; . 

| Rey. Six, R ea er oh Loxpox, June 17, 1735- 
'FTHE chief intent of this, is to expreſs my reſpect and 
| gratitude to you, and dear Mr. Charles. At your depar- 
ture from Oxford, there might ſeem to be ſome indifference be- 
tween us; but according to the old ſaying; Amantium it amorts 
redentigratio e, my affections have been enffamed the more fince 
that time, and I have often thought of writing to inform 
you of it, but hitherto have delayed. I have reaſon to believe 
that you have met with variety of trials at Epworth, and 1 have 
heard you evil ſpoken of abroad. And for theſe reaſons 1 do 
aſſure you, I love you the more, and pray the more eatneſtly 
„„ 4 Iedt yew Noe pes IN 
"You have heard of the fluQuating condition of ſonie nequain- 
tarices at'Oxford : London friends have much the'ſame'efteem of 

you, © You'are a good man, but you are too rigid; &. 


| err 
4 Ine 


«« Mafter, in ſo ſaying, thou reproacheſt us alſo. 


— 


11 ; N a n 2 
But to giye you ſome good news. My. Whitefield 58 | 
known to, you; I contracted great intimacy with him ſince you 
departure: He is zealous in a good cauſe. All friends at 
Queen's-College I left in a hopeful condition; their number is 
increaſed, and I verily believe will increaſe. ' Mr, Hervey fights 
| manfully in Northamptonſhire. Mr. Broughton, is really. 4 
holy man. Mr. Morgan, (I ſuppoſe you haye heard his caſe, 
| how he is forbid all converſation, with you, or your friends, A} 

| hope, will miake a 2004 Chen I Preite at the Caſtle, the 
day that I was ordained. I think there were thirty, fave one, 
at the ſacrament at St. Mary's, che day before I came to London. 
11 have * cen with .Meff. Gambold and Hall, to ſee Mr. Law. 
We' aſked him ' ſome queſtions, but he talked only "about 
Man's Fall, and che One Thing neceſſary. He's a divine man. 
I like feveral of the religious people in London pretty well, 
but 1 muſt confeſs they are not over Zealous. 


. % : 
* » N , 


pr f An n nen 10 
I have had a great many turns and changes, ſince I ſaw you. 
I believe we muſt be perfected through ſufferings. Notwith- 
ſtanding, by the bleſſing of God, I hope to preſs. on, and per- 
ſevere in a conſtant uſe. of all the means of Grace. I intend at 
preſent, to read the N in Engliſh, together wich Mr. 
i : e 1 aws 


- 
— 


E | 


y g — 
Wer ö 


* 


„ 9 
. 


4 P 
Law's books. When I have the happineſs of ſeeing you 


or your brother, -I ſhall acquaint you with many particulars, 


- - 


which I cannot now mention. In the mean time I reſt, 
85 | Dear. Sir, ; y ; 
Jour fincere and affectionate Friend and Brother in Chriſt, 
HF g * bY | | | . B. INGHAM. f 
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| LETTER II. | 
From the Rev. Mr. BROUGHTON, 3 
+ To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY. © 
DAR SM, 
82 D grant that this letter may find you happily arrived at 
A the wiſhed for haven. Methinks you call upon me to ery 


out wich the Pſalmiſt, O that men would praiſe the Loxn 
for his goodneſs, and declare the wonders that he doth for the 


children of men: He doubtleſs hath done great things for 


Nou already, and you have ſeen his wonders in the deep. Now it 


remains, that his right hand ſhould bring mighty things to paſs 


at land; which verily ſhall be accompliſhed, as Chriſt hath 
foretold, for in him ſhall the Gentiles truſt. Happy people on 
whom the light 

its own. ſimple, luſtre, not clouded by corrupt gloſſes and fleſh] 
comments, thoſe bitter enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. O Croſs 
of Jesus ! what a rock of offence art thou become to the greateſt 


part of chriſtians ? "Surely the firſt worſhippers of Chriſt fought 


manfully under, and were not aſhamed of his Croſs: and unto 


his ſtandard will the heathens flock: The chriſtians only of 


theſe preſent times, are aſhamed of Chriſt. And thou that art 
a teacher in Iſrael, art thou unlearning this ſure, this important 
leſſon, „All that will live godly in Chrift Jeſus ſhall ſuffer 


* 


the glorious Goſpel, will be made to ſnine in 


2 * 


Oxroxp, Nov. 27, 1735. 


perſecution?” You know I have; and if I ſhould ſay, that [ - 


have not ſhrunk from under the Croſs, I ſhould be a liar. 


My own bad heart, and the obſeryation I made of the agree- 


able lives of my London friends, occafigned my firſt abatements 
in ſtrictneſs of life and holineſs of converſation. What pangs 
and agonies of heart I felt at intervals, Gop only knows. I 
laboured for peace, I panted after the Love of God,” but my 
heart grew foul, and became à cage of unclean thoughts, for 
want of mortification and ſelf-denial. I embraced the doctrine 


of Inputed righteouſneſs, and had mean thoughts of works. Al- 


moſt every day furniſhed me with new ideas of religion. But 


alas; they all favoured'too much, I doubr, of fleſh and blood : 
Therefore' they were "broken ciſterns, and would hold none of | 


the water of life. Since my return from London, too, I have 


ligion; 


been amuſing myſelf with pretty dreams and- ideas of true re- 


9 Y 
* 
8 
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Iigion; nor am I, do J dare ſay, awake yet. Good Gop ] Art thin 
as 3 to caſt into hell zow, as thou wert fixteen hundred year 
go? 


id the firſt chriſtians cry mightily unto thee to ſpare 


them, and did they ſee it ab/olutely neceſſary to work out their 


al vation with fear and trembling? And dare we, dare I, Who 


have been a wretched, and moſt exceſſively wieked ſinner, think 


o gain heaven with leſs labours and ſufferings? But ſay ſome, 
4 2 wiſdom dwell with prudence, &e. 'Did theſe. cautions - 
dome from the ſervants of Baal, I ſhould lightly regard them; 
but when holy men of God ſay ſo, my faith fails me. O pray 
or me, that Satan may not ſift me as wheat. What tho my 
ſormer melancholy ſhould come again into my ſoul, like 4 
ighty man of war, and beat down all my proud imaginations 
and every thought that exalts itſelf againſt the diſcipline of the 
cfofs : 0 hat though I ſhould be hated and deſpiſed of men for 
his, and be made as the off-ſcouring of the world; what have I, 4 
grievous ſinner, to complain of? Let me do all this, and more 
than this, that I may win Chriſt. Let me with patience tread 
he narrow way that ſaints and martyrs trod, fince it is the ſureſt 
and ſafeſt way to Glory. But I am a worm and no man, toſſed 
about with every blaſt of doctrine ! Stabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle 
me, O my Gop! ! | * £1} WO” ee 


Mr. Battely has committed his pariſh to my care. O that 


I may feed Chriſt's ſheep, and not be an hireling. Mr. Salmon's 
heart is with you: but he informs me that Mr. Clayton has 
zonvinced him by letter, that he ought to abide where he is, till 
his parents ceaſe to forbid him from going to Georgia. Gop will 
never ſuffer a ſupply of fit and able men to be wanting to en- 
large his work to America. e 


At Oxon, we hope to be Rirring z the hand of the Lozp will 


uphold- our fainting ſteps, and his Holy Spirit will l our 
ſouls with manna in this howling wilderneſs.- Ceaſe not, dear 
Brother, to pray for us, as we hope always to pray for you. 
I am, dear Sir, your moſt obliged and affectionate Brother in 
FF T. BROUGHTON, 
Salute the Brethren. We all falate you. met B11-3HR 


— 


229 — 


re 
Jo the, Rv, JOHN: WESLEY © i hoy. 
Dear Sis, London, St. James's-Place,: May 24, 1736; 
1 Am unwilling to loſe the opportunity of writing to you by 
Captain Thompſon, and enquiring after the welfare of your- 

ſelf, your Brother, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Delamotte, 8 
wy e e ale "= . 
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your heart, and pray carne 


fake, mightly increaſe the ſeed ſown. 


WAYNE ul GS 4 ies 3 ... 
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whole Colony of Georgia. I have read the Journal of your 
voyage to that New Settlement, and can. with pleaſure diſcern 
the footſteps of Divine Providence towards you. The ſame 
Fatherly Love will till manifeſt itſelf in your favour, provided 
your heart remains ſtedfaſt in the Loxp. The Lorp Jesus 
will moſt afſuredly ſtand by you, and deliver you from all the 


open and ſeeret aſſaults of men or devils. ' Fear not, nor be 


diſmayed, there will be many more with you, than with the 
prince of darkneſs. The LioHT of Mtn, will more and more 
diſcover to you the depths of ſatan, and by having the Kingdom 
of Heaven ruling ſtronger and ſtronger within you, you will be 
more and more fitted to be a choſen veſſel to carry the glorious 
name of CHRIST unto the Gentiles. The beauty of holineſs 


has almoſt irreſiſtible attractives: And thoſe who can hide them- 


ſelves from its Love, muſt be blinded indeed by that ſpirit, wha 
in the Bock of Life is called, The God of this World. Your eye, 
I truſt, is ſingle, and you go forth in the ſtrength of the Lorp 
Gop, and will make mention of his righteouſneſs only. O may 
the Gop of: mercy put his whole armour /' upon you, and 
ſo ſtrengthen you, that you may be enabled to make all ſpiritual 


oppoſition flee: before you; being, through the in-dwelling and 


in-working of the Spirit of CHRIST, an over- match for the 
devil. Wreſtle continually. with Gon, through Jeſus, in prayer, 
for further degrees of Grace, and undoubtedly like Jacob, you 


will prevail with the Almighty, and the vanquiſhed, though 
ſtill bluſtering powers of hell, ſhall not be able to ſtand before 


you. Ly ; iS . 2. IF | E 
I queſtion not but you take the holy Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
for your pattern, and yield up your whole ſpirit, ſoul, and 


body, a lively, reaſonable ſacrifice to him, who has an abſolute 
dominion. over you by right of creation, preſervation, redemp- 


tion and ſanctification. Father, not my will, but thine be done, 
was, we know, the prayer of the holy Jzsus; and ſo muſt it be 
ours'likewife, otherwiſe the ſame mind is not in us, that was in 
Him. But you, my dear Brother in Chriſt, I am perſuaded, 
are already bleſſed by-our heavenly Father, with the ineſtimable 
gift of his Holy Spirit. O 'cheriſh that divine Gueſt. within 
you, and keep the D flame of divine Love burning upon 

ly for his continual abode with you; 
never grieve Him; in no wiſe quench Him: and he will, by 


degrees, open to you the wonders of his Love towards poor, 


darkened, diſeaſed mortals. 


Our dear friend Mr. Broughton, is curate at the Tower, and 
has undertaken to preach to the poor priſoners in Ludgate, every 
Tueſday. in the: afternoon, May our good Gop, for CaxisT's 


© * 5 


2 ip 


- 


} burning and ſhining lights in the church. 


| give it away in charity. 
for me. Who knows but this may open a way to Georgia? 


* 


Mr. Whitefield and Mr. Hervey purpoſe, with Gop's leave, 
o enter into holy orders this next ordination. May they become 


Sir John Phillipps has been for ſeveral weeks hindered from 


attending the ſocieties, by reaſon of ſickneſs and infirmities. 


Do not deny me the favour. of hearing from you; beſtow a 
little part of that precious talent, your time, in acquainting me 
how you go on; what progreſs you make in ſpiritualizing your 
flock, and what probability there is to believe that the Loxp 
will ſhortly open the door of Faith to the Indians; and in what 
diſpoſition they ſeem to be, in order to their receiving the glad 
tidings of ſalvation - ps e DT een, NED 
Pray give my love to your Brother, Mr. Ingham, and De- 
lamotte: What I have written to you, I intended for them 
likewiſe. May the Gop of Love keep you knit together in the 
Bond of Charity, and may you all go on proſperouſly in the 
chriſtian warfare, dehnen the good fight of faith; and at laſt 
may you receive a beautiful crown at the Loxp's hand, and en- 
ter among angels and archangels, to ſing everlaſting ſongs of 
Taiſe to the Lord Almighty. I é6deſire your prayers for me 
TRE V 2 
8 4 gag J. THOROLD. 
jo dn l ale KG EB RG AV as: 
From Mr. MORGAN, (who died at Oxford, about the year 
17736,) To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY. 
| Dear Six, 1 Oxox, Nov. 27, 1735. 
LI O W thankful ſhould I be to Almighty Gon for this op- 
portunity of begging your advice and prayers, in, I believe, 
the moſt critical part of my life. Know then, Sir, that my 


r father hath heard of my journey to London. He has wrote 
to Mr. Hutchins, but not to me. He declares, he would not 


by concerned if I had gone along with you. He will not in- 
truſt me with the management of my allowance, leſt I ſhould 


believe he has loſt all his affection 


But this is beſt known to Gop. I hope I ſhall be enabled, by 
the aſſiſtance of Gop, and the prayers of my dear friends, which 


IJ moſt earneſtly Is that I may be wholly reſigned to the Will 


of our Heavenly Father, who knows beſt how to chuſe for us. 
This leſſon indeed it has in ſome meaſure taught me, namely, 
to be perfected through ſufferings alone, and to look upon them 
as the greateſt, if not the only bleſſings of this life. Since this 


letter came, I have prayed, That if it be the will of Gop, 


my father may let me follow you, and join with you in the 
ES cn „5 5 
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Lord's vineyard at Georgia. Oh that whitherſoever I go, I may 


be a faithful labourer in it, whether called to be an Embaſſador 
of the Loxp Jesvs, or to ſerve in a private capacity. If it be 
beſt for me I ſhould go to you, the Loxp's will, not mine, be 


done, may all my thoughts, words, and actions, cry aloud. O 


do not ceaſe to praiſe the Loxp in my behalf, for his wonderful 


neſs to me, in giving me no other defire than that of ſerv- 


ing him, in the beſt manner I am capable of, and of dying | 


rather than diſown him. May the LORD Jemovan proſper 
your miſſion. | . 


It has pleaſed Gon, to make Mr. Dickinſon the inſtrument 


of awakening his land-lord and land-lady. I read to them at 
Mr. . Fox's an hour every other day, in the Biſhop of Man's 
Catechiſm. They are, I hope, thoroughly in earneſt. Mrs. 
Fox came juſt now to let me know that ſhe is deſirous to 2 

cre, 
if accepted of. By return of the ſhips we ſhall be able to judge | 
of their ſincerity. Mr. Fox and his wife, eſpecially the for- 
mer, are moſt zealous chriſtians. They are earneſtly bent on 
going, and fo is Mr. Dickinſon, who is an Iſraelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile. I do not doubt but we ſhall be able to ſend 
you a colony of thorough good chriſtians, I have undertaken | 
the care of Bocardo. I go there three days in the week, and | 
Mr. Broughton a fourth. I read every Sunday night to a chearful 


Georgia, and that her huſband and ſhe have agreed to go 


number of chriſtians, at Mr. - Fox's. O pray for me, thatI may 


perſevere in the happy way 1 have begun. Indeed the Lord's 
kingdom increafeth apace. My love to your Brother, and Mr. 
Ingham, and Mr. Delamotte. I am your Brother in CHRIST 


n RICHARD MORGAN. 


N. B. The preceding Letter is directed to the Rev. John | 
MWeſley, in Georgia. | t 


EE TAN V. 


ne iche Nan Mr , ent p. 
0 To the Rev. JOHN ꝰWESLE CT. 
Very dear and Rev. Sir, 


to relate to you 2 thouſandth part of thoſe mercies which Gop, 


of his infinite goodneſs in CHRIST Jesvs, hath , conferred upon 


1 | London, Sept. 2, 1736. 
BE ING informed by Mr. Hutton, that a ſhip would ſoon 
KD. fail towards your coaſts, I thought it would be unpardon- 
able in me not to write to my ſpiritual Father in Cayrisr. But 
what ſhall I begin with firſt? How ſhall I have room or time, 


me, ſince I wrote laſt? If I miſtake not, Rev. Sir, my laſt 


was dated from Glouceſter, whence after the LoxD IESsus had} 


made 


JF 7 oo ea is ws i "tg 
nay made me an "inſtrument of forming à Society of ſome fincere 
dor 3 fouls; (O free, free Grace in Carsr Jasvs! ) Gon called me 
be to Oxford again: From thence, after a' ſtay of three months, 
be I returned to Glouceſter. Directed by divine Providence, #6- 
O companied with the earneſt ſolicitations of my friends, 1 entered 
rful' F into holy orders: O pray, Rev. Sir, that I may be a faithful 
erv- } Miniſter of CHRIST. Vou will naturally aſk, Where hath it 
ying } pleaſed God to ſettle. you? Hear, Rev. Sir, and admire; the 
ſper divine goodneſs towards the worſt of finhers! My friends had 
: laid a plan, and I find ſince, that the Biſhop had united with 
nent them, to have me ſettled in Glouceſter, But I had made it my 
nat |} earneſt prayer to Almighty Gon, through Chriſt, that I might 
an's either not go into orders, or continue at Oxford ſome time 
Mrs. longer, to fit me for the work of the miniſtry, Gop was 
o to & pleaſed nz this prayer wonderfully. For upon my return 
\ere, to Oxford, moſt of our friends being called away to other parts 
udge of the country, the Loxp put it into the heart of our dear 
for- friend Mr. Morgan, to inform Sir John Philips of our affairs, 
t on & who immediately ſent me word, that he would allow me thirty 
1, in pounds 2 year, if I would continue at Oxford, and ſuperintend 
ſend the affairs of the Methodiſts. Providence directed me to accept 
aken of his kind offer: Accordingly I preach, every Sunday to — 
and priſoners, and follow your ſteps as cloſe as poſſible. I} 
arful F I am now at London, ſupplying the place of dear Mr. 
may Broughton, who is curate at the Tower, he being gone to Dum- 
ord's mer, in Hampſhire, to aſſiſt dear Mr, Hutchins, who is gone 
| Mr. to put his brother under the care of pious Mr. Clayton. 
IRIST Sir John Philips is very much in our intereſt, and 'a bleſſed 
N. I inſtrument of ſupplying our wants, and of encouraging us in 
John our weak endeavours to promote the goſpel of our Lord and 
I Saviour IEsus Cunxisr. But few friends are left at Oxford; 
yet the Lord hath given me great encouragement out of his holy 
word, ſo that I hope that ſome gownſmen will yet be added to our 
number. The greateſt oppoſition comes from the laity at pre- 
ſent. Yet there is much good done. Our fellow ſtudents are 
pretty quiet, though our names ſtink among them. The Loßb 
make us humble and thank full. | 
1736. Tze ftock for the priſoners is put into my hands. The Lond 
d ſoon |} give me wiſdom and grace, to diftribute it as I ought,  — 2 
ardon- I é have only to beg your hearty prayers in my behalf; and 
But aſſure you, mine are offered up inceſſantiy for | yqur ſucceſs, and 
time, falyation. The good Loxp, pardon and accept. them for” 
. GOD, IN Curtsr's: fake, E 1 
upon The Lon hath indeed highly exalted me. But bleſſed be 
his holy Name, he always prepares me far it: particularly be- 
de I fore, and a little after my ordination, I was in a manner ſtruek 
235 ' Sur. 179%. B .  __” _ 


. 4 5 


1 


£4 1 | | | | ED 5 
il r „„ 
Aub, for fix weeks, together. But ſince then, my mouth hath | 
5 deen open to ſhew forth his praiſe. - 4 3 911 21 C3) , #5730} = 
| ( l Farewell, Rev. and dear Sir: Gop be with you, and proſper 
. ' __  . you in all your undertakings. May you be made an happy in- 
1 : trument of converting the Gentiles; and after you have ſerved 
ö 1 your bleſſed Maſter the W. e time on earth, ſit down with 
1 | him in eternal Reſt | and ( 


1 lory in Heaven. So wiſhes and 
1 {fo prays, Rev; Sir, 2 e i Ot DE) 7 3 
| * L uo0our affectionate Friend and very humble ſon and ſervant 
in Curr, | © SEORGE WHTTEFIELD. 
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Rev. and dear Sir, Pembroke-College, Sept. 3, 1736. 


[13 | A OUR kind concern and repeated endeavours for my ſpiri- 
++ x : . fo am *. wag PW. +*S *s L - 1 s 
If 1 tual good, while at Oxford, will not ſuffer me to think 

; : F088 that you have utterly loſt all remembrance of me, though vou 
[4 Have given me no teſtimony of your affection ſince your leaviy 

[ 14 j '$ + ; 4 * 1 16 * k TE be: 2 , 69 4 1 

14 England. What ſhall I conjecture this filence to be owing to 


I'will not enquire; But father take it as a providential puniſh- 
ment and ſcourge, for my flow and flender proficiency, unde 
the bleſſed means I enjoyed of your's and dear Brother's' conver. 
ſation. Too, too late, alas! do 1 ſet how dreadfully I was 
wanting to myſelf, in not heartily-embracing fo glorious an op- 
portunity of laying in a ſtock of ſpiritual courage, ſufficient to have 
carried me victoriouſly on through a hoſt of enemies. How does 
my baſe ingratitude to my heavenly: benefactor, like a | frighrful 
ſpectre, preſent itſelf before me, for rejecting + thoſe kind offers 
of health and ſalvation. For not diſengaging myſelf from that 
bane of our ſpiritual progreſs, the Fear of the Morld, which was 
always as fetters upon my feet, and manacles on my hands; 
Ol! through what! a wafte of uncomfortable, barren, and dry | 
ground, through what a wilderneſs of forrows, perplexities, and 
- Aiftreſſes have: I been led through, under the conduct of this 
deluſive ſpirit! When the holy and loving Spirit of Gop woul 
have led me into pleaſant paſtures, and refreſhed my thirſt) 
Poul with the waters of comfort, and conducted me into thoſe | 
Paths which are pleaſantneſs and peace. But bleſſed be Gon 
1 the ſenſe of theſe things, though indeed, not till driven to 
it by the pungency of the affliction, by the miſery and torment. 
ef a divided fate of heart, and the perpetual conflicts Smog 
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"LT ET ES TI 
Blefſed be the, Moſt High Gop, I am once again, I truſt, in 


the trait and narrow way that leadeth to the kingdom of hea- 
ven, from which, that I _y never ſtir a foot out of, till the 


cord of life is looſed, I dare ſay, you will not ceaſe earneſtly * 


| to: requeſt at the Throne of Grace. I am ſorry I deferred writ- 


ing till it was too late to ſay more. Though I cannot help 
telling you, before J conclude, that I fit every evening with 
Mr. Hervey, that great champion of the Loxp of Hosrs, and 
that I five times a week to a religious ſociety in St. Ebb's 


Pariſh. + Dear Sir, GoD AluMicHrr proſper all your en- 


deavours for the good of ſouls, and depend upon it in due time, 
vou will reap, and that abundantly, if you faint not. My 
prayers are with you. O! that my body was there too, that f 
might make up what I have loſt, under ſuch: ſhining examples. 
Do, dear Sir, write, me a long letter by the firſt opport unity. 


Adieu! Gop and his holy Angels be with you. 


My dear Brother, ſincerely in Chriſ t 
1 W. CHAPMAN, '/ 
{os 
N 


| From che Rer. Mr. CHARLES WESLEY, || ,, 


"To Mr. JOHN, WES.L E V, Miniſter of Savannah." | 


Dear Brother, Ciollege-Street, January 2, 1738. 
FI my ſoul I congratulate you upon the late glorious, 
treatment; nor do I Jeſs envy you it. It is naw that you 
begin to be a diſciple of Cuxtsr. I have juſt read over the 
returned papers without any emotion, but that of joy. Had hk 
even reſolved to have ſet up my reſt here, your preſent trial 
would have broke my reſolution, and forced me back to America, 
to partake with you in your ſufferings for the Goſpel. Such 
you may moſt affuredly reckon, what you now labour under 3 
(T ſhould rather ſay, what you now rejoice and glory in:) For 
it is not the mixture of infirmity that can prevent Gop's ac- 
2 them as endured for his ſake. If you have the teſtimony 
f a good conſcience, your ſufferings. are interpretatively His, 
and human wiſdom can never diſpute you out of it. We know 
the worldly, and even practially good men, the ſtrangers as well 
ay the enemies, to the Croſs of Gamer, obſerving ſome failings. 


in God's children, aſcribe the whole of their perſecutions to 

theſe only. The ſeandal of the croſs with them is ceaſed, the 

reproach” of CHRIST no longer ſubfiſts; the contrariety betwixt - 

his light, and darkneſs, betwixt his ſpirit, and the ſpitit of the“ 

world, is at an end; m our conformity to our perſecute 
3854 | WO . | 
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„„ IF | 
Maſter is all reſolved into want of prudence. In vain do we | 
prets them with the plain words of ſcripture, „ All that win 
ive godly in CHRIST Jxsus fball ſuffer perſecution : the diſciple 
is not above his maſter ;—if they have perſecuted me, they will 
alſo, perſecute you; and a thouſand others: Experience only 
can convince them that the ſenſe of theſe ſcriptures is literal and 
eternal. But this I need not tell you: You bw the abſolute 
ns, of being inwardly conformed to CRHRisr, without 
his outward conformity, this badge of diſcipleſhip, theſe marks | 
of Cunisr. You marvel not, as if ſome new thing had hap- 
peed unto you; but rejoice in tribulation, as knowing that 
reunto you are called, and can only be made perfect through 
CC eden 1 
Theſe are the trials that muſt fit you for the heathen, and you 
ſhall ſuffer greater things than theſe! When your name is 
by all caſt out as evil, and it is not fit for ſuch a fellow to live. 
When you cannot live among them, but are driven aut from 
> 16 own countrymen, then is your time for turning ta the 
zxentiles; | | EO 
That time may ſtill be at a great diſtance : As yet the bridle 
is in their mouths, and all the Arrows they ſhoot out are bitter 
words, But ſtay till thoſe words are credited and ſeconded by 
actions; till he that letteth, letteth no longer, but the whole 
ſtorm burſt upon you, and the fiery trial commences; —and then 
will be ſhewn how you have learned CHRIST, and whether 
Jou are choſen to teach him to the heathens. et e 


You remember the caſe of Athanaſius contra mundum. The 
charge brought againſt him was worth bringing; treaſon, adultery, 
and murder, at once! I wonder no more is faid againſt you. 
The devil himſelf could not wiſh for fitter inſtruments than 
thoſe he actuates and inſpires in Georgia, Whatever he will 
ſuggeſt, they will both ay and ſwear to. But things are not 
yet ripe on your part. You have but begun the leſſon of meek - 
neſs, and gentleneſs, and love: And Gov in pity of your weak 
neſs has ſent you a fellow-labourer, and fellow-ſufferer, He 
eln rat ovicebarw; and here are many now, who long to be par- 
taker with you in the ſufferings of the goſpel. I too would be 
of the number, and ſhall follow, in ſure and certain expectation 
of your treatment. The fiery furnace, I truſt, ſhall purify me; 
and if emptied of myſelf, I would defy the world and the devil 
to hurt me! We would then join in turning the war againſt 
them, and make them fear us. OO att: 1 175 
{ r 1 2 8 - Graveſend, Jan. 3s hd 


1 am here with G. Whitefield, my Brothers Hall, and 
utton, and a long &c. of zealous friends. Gon has poured | 
at his Spirit upon them, ſo that the whole nation is in an u 
. 8 | * | roar. 


* 


Fay at Dummer, chere we found his ſiſters, brother Wiltiam, and. 


Viematized for 


* * n n 
„that we dined. on our 


other, exceedingly zealous for the Loxp of Hosrs. William 
as raiſed a for Gon at Cambridge. They are already 
odifts. We ſee all about us in an amazing 
Surely chriſtianity is once more lifting up its head, 
D that I might feel its renovating Spirit, and be thereby qualified 
> diffuſe it among others! I truſt, you pray without ceaſing 
or me. TI long to break looſe ; to be devoted to Gon; to be 
unter a New Cararurtt + I Lf 


rment 
f 


. Brethren pray for us, ug wes as _ | Wy 
CHARLES WESLEY, JOHN HUTCHINGS, © 
WESTLEY HALL, {© JOHN BRAY, _ 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD, JOHN DOBB,, 
JANE BIETON FUMES HAR HARRIS, _ 


ISAAC. BURTON, AMES HABERSHAM. | 
11 25 92117 ee MD Be VER Wa ebony 
Prom the Rev. Mr. J. GAMBOLD, _ 
Io“ che Rev. JOHN WESLEY. + 

wins. hs 
Underſtand that you have writ to me, but the letter happened 


N tobe loſt; and I did not receive it. Your brother defired mo 


> read his ſermon for him; which Gop willing, I ſhall do 
text Sunday. I have ſeen upon this occaſion, more than ever F 
ould have imagined, how intolerable the doctrine of faith is 
> the mind of man; how peculiarly intalerable, even to the 


Moſt religious men. One may ſay the moſt unchriſtian things, 


en down to deiſm ; the moſt enthuſiaſtic things, ſo they pro« 
cd but upon mental raptures, lights, and unions; the moſt 
vere things, even the whole rigour of Aſcetic mortification.s 
nd all this will be forgiven. But if you ſpeak of faith, in 
ch a manner as makes Chriſt a Saviour to the utmoſt, a moſt 


Wniverſal help and refuge; in ſuch a manner as takes away 
lorying, but adds happineſs to wretched man; as diſcovers a 
reater pollution in the beſt of us than we could before acknow- 


zdge, but brings a greater deliverance from it than we could 
fore expect: If any one offers to talk at this rate, he ſhall be 
eard with the ſame abhorrence, as if he was going to rob man- 


ind of their ſalvation, their mediator, or their hopes of for- 


iveneſs. I am perſuaded! that a Montaniſt, or a Novatian, 
ho from the height of his purity ſhould look down with con- 
*mpt upon poor ſinners, and exclude them from all IG 
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would flot be thought ſuch an overthrower bf the Goſpel, as he 
who mould learn from the Author of it, to be a friend of pub- 


lticans and -finmers, and to ſit down upon the level with them as 


won as they begin to repent. But this is not to be; wondered at. 
„For all religious people have ſuch a quantity of righteouſneſs 

acquired by ſuch painful exereiſe, and formed at laſt into current 
habits, which is their wealth both for this world and the next) 
Now all other ſchemes of religion are either ſo complaiſant, as 
to tell; them they are very rich, and have enough to triumph in; 
or elſe only a little rough, but friendly in the main, by telling 
them their riches are not yet ſufficient, but by ſuch arts of ſelf - 
denial and mental refinement, they may enlarge the ſtock. But 
the doctrine of Faith is a. downright robber; it takes away all 
this wealth, and only tells us it is depoſited for us with ſome- 
one elſe, upon whoſe bounty we muſt live like mere beggars. 
Indeed they who are truly beggars, vile and filthy finners till 
very lately, may ſtoop to live in this dependent condition; it 
ſuits them well enough: But they who have long diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves from the herd of vicious wretches; or have even 
gone beyond moral men; for them to be told' that they are either 
not ſo, well, or but the ſame needy, impotent, inſignificant 
veſſels of mercy, with the others; this is more ſhocking to rea- 
Ton, than tranſubſtantiation. For reaſon had rather reſign its pre- 
tentions to judge what is bread or fleſh, than have this honour 
wreſted from it, to be the architect of virtue and righteouſneſs. 
But where am I running? My deſign was only to give you 
warning, that wherever you go, this fooliſhneſs of preaching 
will alienate hearts from you, and open mouths againſt you. 
What are you then to do, niy dear friend? I will not exhort 
you to courage: We need not talk of that, for nothing that is 
approaching, is evil. I will only mention the prejudice we 


mall be under, if we ſeem in the leaſt to lay aſide univerſal 


charity, and modeſty of expreſſion. Though we love ſome per- 
fons more than we did, let us love none leſs: And the rather, 
becaufe we cannot ſay. any one is bad, or deftitute of divine grace, 
for not thinking as we do; he only leſs apprehends, leſs enjoys 
that in Chriſtianity, which is the refuge of the weak and ory ig 
ble, and will be his when he finds himfelf ſo. Indignation at 
mankind is a temper unſuitable to this cauſe: If we are indeed 
at peace with GoD in Chriſt, let it ſoften our demeanor ſtill 
more, even towards gainſayers. Let them reject us: Till then, 
and (as far as it will be admitted) afterwards, let our friend- 
ſhip with them continue inviolate. Then as to expreſſions, 
what has given moſt offence hitherto, is what perhaps may beſt: 
be ſpared: As ſome people's confident and haſty triumphs in, 
the Grace of Gop ; not by way of humble thankfulneſs to him 


for looking upon them, ox acknowledgment of. ſome peace ang 


| ſtirengtd 


"FF K r EA as 
| Krength" 8 before, which they hope will be inereaſed to 


them; but inſiſting on the, completeneſs of their; juſtiſſeation, the 
cornpleteneſs of their deliverance al ready from all fins and take 


_ ing to them every apoſtolical boaſt in the ſtrengeſt terms. 1 


do not deny but power our ſin, and every goſpel privilege, is 


beſtowed perhaps i in as large à degree in the beginning of grace, 
As: at any time afterwards: Ker it depends on the actual oper- 


ation of the Spirit that moment upon the heart, not on a mers 


federal or habitual union; with him; and his operation is pars 
ticularly, ſtrong at the firſt entrance upon a new life. Let as 
ſuch converts muſt remember, that this abſolute. degree, of ins 
noeenee (excluding for the moſt part even the firſt motions of fin,) 

may ſoon depart from them, and be given them but ſometimes 3; 


though till they fall from Gop, they, will ſtill be free from wil⸗ 


ful ſins: So while it continues, it is the moſt flippexy and dan- 
rous thing, among all the Medina thn receive, for thems 
FX lves to reflect much upon; and the moſt exceptionable that 
they: can talk of to other men. Let us ſpeak of every; thing 
in fuch a manner, as may convey glory to Chriſt without lettin 
it glance on ourſelves by the way. Let us profeſs (hen we e 


with truth) how really the mene is falfilled in us, 
: rather than how ſublimely. 1 ſur batt 1 


TERS 6 gang u. 


1 have writ in the end "ef! 1 vital Mr. Sarney's to Mr; 
Hutton, for fome of the Hymns, and Madam Schurman's Life, 
Miſs Weſley defires to hear from you immediately, and to ſes 
You ſoon, and hopes it was not illneſs that hindered you from 


_ coming! before now. My giving' your a” A of this letter 
you muſt impute to hñer.. Form ien 
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45 tron To de Rev. JOHN, Wa 70 

Dax AND Honovnzb Sin, > Aug. og 1739 · 


OUR letter from London nts, > ſpeedy anſwer and 

a thankful acknowledgment; = roy one my epiſtle miſ- 
carried, otherwiſe you would not have] taxed me with for- 
getfulneſs of a friend, whom I am infinitel obliged to, and 
whom I dearly eſteem. You aſk, What I am doing in my 
* preſent fituation ? T anſwer : "The fame that Baſil and Nagi- 
- anzen, did in the wilderneſs ; ſtudying the ſcriptures, furniſhin 
my mind with ſaving knowledge; and fitting:a poor deacon fo 
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detwirt my inconſiderable ſelf and thoſe excellent perſons, that 


they retixed in the vigour of health, I under the infirmities of + 


a crazy conſtitution, which I hope to have repaired by enjoying 
_ the moſt comfortable convenieneies of life, and a reſpite from 
labour. At prefent had I the ſtrongeſt ' inclination, I have no 


manner of ability to beſtir myſelf in the way you propoſe. I, 


a thundering Boanerges ! I, a ſpeaking trumpet from heaven! 
I Ht up my voice to the whole world and make the canopy of 
the ſkies ring! Never, dear Sir, never could you have made 
choice of ſo improper a perſon, ſo vaſtly unequal to the taſk; 


Beſides, I freely own, I cannot approve of itinerant preaching, 


1 think it is repugnant to the apoſtolical as well as the Engliſh 
Conſtitution, f 

oned at Crete, and other of our Captain's commanders aſſigned 
to their particular poſts. Theſe labourers, (and induſtrious 
Jabourers they — frm 

travel from this country to that, with words of exhortation in 
their mouth, but choſe to lay out their paſtoral yay: a 
the flock conſigned to their care. Thus would I adviſe my dear 
Mr. Weſley to act; be content to imitate theſe primitive 2 
only not inſpired) preachers. Fix in ſome patiſh ; viſit carefully 
your people; let every individual be the object of your com- 
paſſionate zeal; in a word, be a living Ouran'2.' Ol] what good 
might this do to the cauſe of chriſtianity; how might neigh 
bouring Miniſters follow the unexceptionable example; and 
from inveighing againſt my good friend, as they now unanimouſly 
do, honour him and tread in his ſteps. Straitneſs of time 
-obliges me to put an end to my letter, but no difference of 
opinion, no long abſcence, nothing, I truſt, in time or through 


eternity, ſhall able to put an end to my moſt reſpectful and 


honourable regard, my affectionate and grateful eſteem for dear 
Mr. Weſley ; whom 1 love, and whoſe I am, with the greateſt 
ſincerity, „ T2143. HERVEY, 

.“ How ſtrangely miſtaken was this great and good man, to 
ſuppoſe that either Timothy or Titus, were ſettled Miniſters ? 
And how would Mr. Weſley's uſefulneſs have been contracted, 
had he hearkened to his advice? But Mr. Weſley followed the 
openings of Divine Pravidence, and the leadings of the Spirit 
of Goo. N ria 15 5 4 


— ' 


From the Rev. Ma. WHITEFIELD, 
| To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY, in London. 
Rav. Au Dbzax Sit, Downs, Feb. 1, 1738. 
1 Received the news of your arrival, (bleſſed be Gop,) with 
the utmoſt compoſure; and ſent a ſervant immediately on 


ſhore to wait on you, but found you was gone. Since that 
| Es | your 


find Timothy ſettled at Epheſus, Titus ſtati- 


id not think it neceſſary or expedient to 


7 
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nr, SS” To 
your kind letter has reached me, But I think many reaſons may 
' | _ be urged againſt my coming to London. For firſt, I cannot be 
| hid, if I came there: And the enemies. of the Loxp will 
think I am turning back, and ſo blaſpheme that Holy Name 
wherewith I am called. Secondly, I cannot leave the flock com- 
. Mitted to my care on ſhipboard : And perhaps while I am at 
London, the ſhip may fail. Thirdly, I fee no cauſe for not go- 
ing forwards to Georgia. Your coming rather confirms (as far 
as I can hitherto ſee,) than diſannuls my call. It is not fit the 
Colony ſhould be left without a ſhepherd... And though they 
are a liff-necked and rebellious people; yet as Gop hath given 
me the affections of all where I have been yet, why ſhould 1 
*deſpair of finding his Divine Preſence in a foreign land? For 
theſe reaſons, Rev. and dear Sir, I ſhould rather think it more 
adviſeable for you, either to come to Deal immediately, or fend 
me an account of things as you ſhall judge moſt proper, ſed ſcotius 
prius eligs: Nil mibi reſcribar, attamen. ipſe vent. "Yager 


Whether J am right or not, Gop only knows. However this 
is my comfort, to the beſt of my knowledge, I ſimply defire to 
do the Divine Will. And therefore, I ſpread your letter be- 
fore the Loxp in prayer, and aſked for direction ; but as yet 
find no inclination in myſelf, or intimation from Providence, to 
follow you to London. I rather dread it, and reflect on the 
Prophet who went back contrary to the Divine Command, at 
the ſolicitations of the other Prophet, and was ſlain by a lion 
in the way. Gop forbid 1 ſhould compare you to a falſe pro- 
het; but you know, it is no uncommon thing for our bleſſed 
Maſter to try us even by ſervants of his own. Oh, dear Sir, 
J ſhould rejoice to ſee you, if Gop ſhall think fit. If you 
_ commend me to Gop and the Word of his Grace, and pray that 
J may be always ready, nudus nudum etum- ſequi, and follow the 
Captain of my Salvation, though it be through a ſea of blood. 


I throw myſelf blindfold, into the hands of Gop. His 
ſtrength will be made perfect in my weakneſs. And, I truſt, I 
ſhall be more than conqueror through him that made me. 

Rev. Sir, I rejoice that you are once more come to your native 

ſhore: And am, I truſt, fincerely, Hs 0 65 


.. in, ; 7 


* I 


' Your moſt affectionate Son and Servant, 4 
S EHOROR WHITEFIELD, "iN 
G.. Pray ſalute all in my name | 
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From the REV. Mx. WHITEFIELD, 
To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY, in London. 


| Honoured Sir, Stapleaſhwin, Wilts, Feb. I3, 1739. 


OUR prayer is heard! This morning I viſited your mo- 
ther, whoſe prejudices are entirely removed, and ſhe only 
longs to be with you, in your ſocieties at London. Arguments 
from Tiverton, I believe, will now have but little weight. 
We parted with prayer. Brother Hall rejoiced in ſpirit, and 


ſo, methinks, will you and brother Charles. Honoured Sir, 


how ſhall I expreſs my gratitude to you for paſt favours? I 
pray for you without ceaſing: But that is not enough; I want to 
give you more ſubſtantial proofs. Believe me, I am ready to fol- 
low you to priſon and to death. To day I was thinking, ſuppoſe 
my honoured friend was laid in a dungeon, for preaching Chriſt; 
Oh, how would I viſit him! How would I kiſs his chain, and 
continue with him till midnight, finging pſalms! Perhaps our 
friends may think none of theſe things ſhall befall us. But I 
know not but they may be nigh, even at the door. As for my 
own part, I expect to ſuffer in the fleſn. I believe I ſhall be 
exalted : I know I muſt be firſt humbled. I am aſſured, you 
will not be aſhamed of me when I am a priſoner. I only ſuſ- 
pect myſelf. But Gop's Grace will be ſufficient for me. Let 
us then, honoured Sir, (if ſuch a one as I may give a word of 
exhortation,) follow our Maſter without the camp, bearing his 
reproach. Let us chearfully ſuffer the loſs of all things, and lay 
down our lives for his ſake. I pray continually, that as your 
day is, ſo may your ſtrength be: I pray that you may not only 
have peace, but joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and be filled with 70 
the fulneſs of Gop. I know you pray for, 
Honoured Sir, 8 
Your alleionate Son in the Faith, 
| GEORGE WHITEFIELD- 


LETTER XII. 


From the Rev. Mx. WHITEFIELD, 
Ĩꝰ0 the REV. JOHN WESLEY. 


Honoured Sir, 41 | Briſtol, March 3, 1739. 


1 Rejoice fincerely in your indefatigable zeal, and great ſuc- 

ceſs in the Goſpel of our dear. Redeemer. Does not Gop 

by this 7 out to thoſe hg have ears to- Bear, This is the 
| way, 


, 9. 
way, walk in it.” , Juſt now I am. come from Bath, and was 
much refreſhed. by the fight of Mr. Thomſon, Griffiths Jones, 

& c. Gop greatly bleſſed my converſation to them. Lady . 
is as yet ſelf-righteous. But what I ſaid ſtaggered her. She 
will hence forward, I believe, pray for deliverance. I wrote to 
her this morning. Another young gentleman from Bath, in- 
tends. joining our friends at the Univerſity. Brave news brother 
EKinchin ſends from thence. How ſecretly, in ſpight of all 
oppoſition, . is the Kingdom of IESsuSs CHRIST carried on! 
— is a child of nine years old, filled with the love of Gop, 
and very deſirous of receiving the Sacrament! Brother Brown, 
knows him. How would you adviſe me to act? I think I 
would not adviſe brother Brown to come here till you do. He 
will be a great help to you in this city. becauſe he knows our 
friends. There is a glorious door opened among the Colliers. 
You muſt come and water what Gon has enabled me to plant. 
Since I begun this, I hear you are gone to Oxon. Honoured 
Sir, I heartily pray Gop to bleſs your endeavours, and make 
you ſtronger and ſtronger, Oppoſition here is not ſo great, as 
it has been. I am now caſt out, bleſſed be Gop. May 1 
not now hope that I begin to be a diſciple of Chriſt. ' Honoured” . 
Sir, I love you more than words can expreſs, and aſm, ö 
Honoured: Str, flo fl nfs nt yt og) 1 x 111 
Lour dutiful Son and Servant, 


GEORGE WHITETIEI Dv. | 
55 Ne LETTER RT 9 , 0 


From the REV. JOHN WESLEY, _ 
To the Rev. Mx. GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 
My dear Brother, ._ _ - March 20, 1739. 
OULD you have me ſpeak to you freely ? Without 
any ſoftening or reſerve at all? I know you. would.. 
And may our loving Saviour: ſpeak to your heart, ſo my labour 
ſhall not be in vain, I do not commend you with regard to our 
brothers S— and C—. But let me ſpeak tenderly. For Lam 
but a little child. I know our Lonxp has brought good out of 
their going to you: Good to you, and good to them: Very, 
much good: And may he increaſe it a thouſand fold, how much 
ſoever it be! But is every thing good, my brother, out of 
which he brings good? I think that does not follow. O my 
brother, is it well for you or me, to give the leaſt hint of ſetting 
up our will or judgment, againſt that of our whole Society? 
as it well, for you once to mention a defire, which they had 
all ſolemnly declared they thought unreaſonable ; was not this 
abundant cauſe to drop any deſign, which was not manifeſtly 
n $4 OE grounded 
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grounded on a clear command of our Logp ? Indeed my. bro- 
ther, in this I commend you not. If our brother R— or P, 


deſired any thing, and our other brethren difapproved of it, 1 | 


can not but think he ought immediately to let it drop. How 
much more, ought you or I ? They are upon a level with the 
reſt of their brethren.” But I truſt you and I are not; we are 
the ſervants of all. Thus far have I ſpoken, with "fear and 
much trembling, and with many tears. O may our Loxp ſpeak 

the reſt ; for what ſhall ſuch an one as I ſay to a beloved ſervant 


of my Lox? O pray that I may ſce myſelf a worm and no 


man, T1 wiſh to be your Brother 1 in Jesvs CHRIST, | 

- EY JOHN WESLEY,” 
LETTER XIV. ee, 

Tron Mz. WILLIAM Ds LAMOTTE, 

Tor Fo! yok Nav. 8715 N 


| Dax Sm, 5 agf $6ib tes - ++, ORober, 10, 1738. 
l FT Thank Gon for. your coming to eden though I myſelf 
had not ſo much of your company, I can trace your foot- 
I ſteps and reap the benefit of it, in the bleſſed effect 1 it has had on 
others. O may Gop continue to ſet his ſeal to your miniſtry, 
whereſoever you go! Mr. Piers, I believe has felt great comfort, 
and is preſſing for the full aſſurance of faith, Gop grant he may 
feel his deſire accompliſhed ! And may we all fo e in 
' Grace as to become helpers of your joy. 


Can a man properly be ſaid to be born of God till he My an 
aſſurance of Etth Ft. John makes the teſt of our New Birth, 
our victory over tlic world and fin ; if ſo, I fear, I am ſtill un- 


' regenerate, for ſin works powerfully in me, and ſeems to be 


frequently proclaiming its conqueſts over me: And yet my 

ul is often in a ſweet peace, nay, ſometimes overwhelmed with 
Joy, and always pants for cloſer union, a fuller manifeſtation 
of the Son of Gop. How is this conſiſtent with the true 


Juſtifying faith? I could be glad of your opinion and advice. 


T would have ſpoke to you at Mr. Bray's, but my mouth was 
held in that I could not ſpeak : therefore, I ſhould be glad if 
you would ſupply the want of that, with a line or two, and you 
e very much oblige, | 
| Your fincere Friend in CHRIST, 


WILLIAM Ds LAMOTTE. 
Gop inereaſed my audience laſt night to upwards of eighty. 


0 may he increaſe them in number, and knowledge, and the 


love . his oy Name: Lane your prayers for us. Adieu! 
| VVA LETTER. 
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Fron the Rev. Mx. WHITEFIELD, 
8 the Rev. JOHN. WESLEY. 


— 3 
8 — 
— 


4 nn Sia, | 1 London, July 23, 1739. 


1 Thank you for your kind reproof. Hence forward I will 


beg of Gop to keep the door of my lips that I offend no 
more with my tongue. I would not willingly have one unpro- + 
fitable word proceed out of my mouth. J am often with per- 


ſons that commend me, I take it as my croſs. I look upon 


them only as people talking in their fleep. I generally find 
thoſe that ſo praiſe me to my face, are but mere novices in 
the ſpiritual life. However Gop always gives me thorns in the 
fleſh. . May I by them be taught true humility and poverty of 


ſpirit. I love you more for reproving me. I abhor 1 | 


more in chriſtians than reſervedneſs. Matters go on wel 
here. People are more and more hungry, and Gon gives me 
greater power. Forty pounds were tolleced: yeſterday for the 
r t 


'Your brother Charles may be e the middle of next 


week Ralph Erſkine has ſent you a letter: Pray keep up 3 2 


conſtant correſpondence with him, and honoured Sir, OTE 
4 unworthy Son and Servant in CHRISr, 5 


e RE Tie” y GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 


LETTER XVI. 


From Ms. LAW FORD: GODFREY, 
To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY. 


My dear Friend, John We oy, Exon, 255 X von 1739. 


1 Read thine of the 17th on 22d, whereby I perceive thy 


thoughts have been often employed on the grand objection 5 
made by Dr. W—r, to thy doctrine, on thoſe two Evangelical 


Sentences of the Apoſtle, Rom. xiv. 17. The Kingdom of 


| Gop is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt.“ And as thou haſt given me thy plain 


thoughts on this ſubject, and deſireſt mine, I am ſo fond of hold- 


ing a chriſtian correſpondence with thee as to anſwer thy requeſt, 
in a ſpirit, I hope, of meekneſs. 


Had the doctor, been really a doctor in divinity, I think, he 


could not have granted “ All thy doctrine to be true, and at 


the ſame time dangerous. And his fear of Leading men into 


enfluſalm, or deſpair,” = the doctrine of 8 e 
m 
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much of the ſpirit of this world, and of that wiſdom which is 
fooliſhneſs with Gop. Since Enthuſiaſm, properly ſpeaking, - 


is neceflary to ſalvation: Becauſe without Divine Inſpiration, 


The natural man knows not the things of the Spirit of Gon.“ 
And no man can ſavingly (i. e. feelingly and experimentally) ſay, 
„ that Jusvs is the Lorp but by the Holy Gnosr.“ And 
the natural man is ſo very remote from this experience, that 
before he comes ſavingly to know the Lob, it is neceſſary he 
ſhould firſt know himſelf, And for theſe great ends, the Loxp, 
| by the ſecret, workings of his Spirit, ſometimes, yea often, (as 

in a moment) brings to man's remembrance his whole evil courſe 
of lite, as our Savour, once, in the days of his fleſh told the ſin- 
ful Samaritan woman, „All that ever ſhe had done.” But ſuch 
convictions are ſo frequent with mankind, that they eſteem them 
but as checks of natural conſcience, (too much from the prejudice 
of that education which flows from worldly wiſe, but ſtill, na- 
tural men:) and while ſuch << reproof of inſtruction“ is taken to 
| ariſe from man's nature, even. ſo long are men. eſtranged from 
CarisrT, how wiſe ſoever in their generation! But no ſooner 
comes the creature fully to believe thoſe gracious diſcoveries. to 
ariſe from the immediate inſpiration of the Almighty, but that 
creature is laid low, even in the duſt, and then made to ſay 
feslingly as Job did: I have often heard of thee by the 
hearing of 'the ear; but now mine eye ruth} thee, Bee | 
abhor my ſelf,” and repent in duſt and aſhes.” Yea, ſuch ſouls 
are ſometimes brought to their wits end! And, Saul like, 
(When knocked down to the ground, and convinced of the groſs 
iniquity of his ſoul, by an Heavenly viſitation,) cry out, and ſay, 
« LoRD what wouldſt thou have me to do?“ N any here is the agony 
of the New Birth: And though attended with the deepeſt con- 
trition, the eye of the mind being now opened by the Divine 
Hand, to ſee its being utterly loſt, and undone for ever, without 
a Saviour; yet bleſſed are allMhey, of every nation, who are 
truly brought into this ſtate, för this is the entrance into that 
eternal lite, which is immediately received by the power and 
coming of our Lox D JIESsus CHRIsT. O then, what balmy 
dew, heavenly manna, and angel's food, diſtills into the ſoul, 
When it really feels the truth of thoſe moſt gracious words, 
«This is life eternal that they might know thee, the only true 
Gop, and JIEsus ChRIsT whom thou haſt ſent!” How can 
ſuch do leſs than to negle& their worldly engagements to pro- 
mate the Enawledge of JEsUs CHRIsT, even as the poor woman 
left her water pot, and her errand to Jacob's well unfiniſhed, 
to run into the city of Sicar, on the Loxp's errand, with this 
noble invitation: „Come, ſee a man who has told me all that 
ever I have done? is not his the CRRIST!“ 


K But 
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But to return: Every regenerate mind muſt know that «© The 


Kingdom of Gop is not meat and drink, ſince they are but ele- 
ments of this world. They were indeed a ſhadow of good things 
to come, but could never make the comers to them perfect, as 


_ pertaining to the conſcience ;” nor were they impoſed by divine 


. obligation, ©© but till the time of reformation.” © Wherefore, 


that CHRIST alone, might become the great and only ordinance 
of heaven, to the church of the New Teſtament, he blotted 
out the hand-writing of all thoſe elementary ordinances, and 
took them out of our way, by nailing them to his eroſs. Col. ii. 


14. And hereby made good that prophecy, © Yet, once more, 1 
ſhake not the earth only but alſo heaven.“ For thus have 1 


learned in ſecret, that till then the divers waſhings,” or bap= 
tiſms, and earnal [ſhadowy] ordinances, were impoſed by Divine 


Authority upon the Jews. But, foraſmuch as they could none 


of them, nor all of them put together, give an entrance into the 
Kingdom of Gop, or of his CHRIST, (i. e. into the immove- 


able church of the New Teſtament.) Therefore, the Logp _ 


ſhook them, though once the very ordinances of heaven, divinely 


ſuited to a ſhadowy, and typical diſpenſation. And for this 


glorious end, that he might eſtabliſh his on ſpiritural immove- 


able kingdom, in the hearts of his people, of all nations, by 


the virtue of his own power alone. Since therein only is all ſuf- 
ficiency, And whereſoever he is rightly known, ſuch fouls are 
brought to the lively experience, that he, and he only, is their 
all, being“ made of Gop to them wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſanctifieation, and redemption.” Then can they truly ſay, 


„The Kingdom of God is not meat and drin:“ Becauſe they.” 


periſh with the uſing. - | 


But, * it is righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Horr 


 Grosr,” which are ſo inſeperably joined together, that they can 
never be put aſunder, either by man or devils ;* but remain un- 


ſhaken and immoveable, for ever and ever: even ſo, Amen! 
And thus, my dear friend, through the virtue of Omnipotenct 
made manifeſt in our weakneſs, the children of Gop - do glory _ 
in the Loxo:“ , Becauſe, they ſavingly know, „ he has really 
tranſlated them into the Kingdom of his dear Son.” And*as_ 


this is immoveable in ifſelf, ſo, neither can they be moved, any 


more than Mount Zion. While they hold faſt that Grace and 
Truth that is come to, and given them, by JesUus Cnrisr ; for 


they moſt ſenſibly feel it conferred upon them, in the one baptiſm 
of the Holy GrosT;” whereby, only they are enabled to 
put on CHRIST.“ There is, then, no diſtinction to be made, 
either „of Jew or Gentile, Bond or Free, Barbarian or 
| Seythian, Male or Female.” For all ſuch are “ ne in CHRIST 


* 


Jesvs.” May the whole world enjoy this greateſt of bleſſings. 
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Hlerein then (as I have learned CHRIST) is the bokd of our 
chriſtian: fellowſhip; for all thoſe happy ſouls whoſe © fellow. 


* 


ſhip truly is with the Father and with the Son, through the 5 


Holy GarosT which he hath given them, muſt have „ fellow. 
ſhip one with another,” it cannot poſſebly be otherwiſe ; and 
this heavenly fellowſhip is attended with “ the wiſdom which is 
from above, and. << is firſt. pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy, and good fruits, without 

partiality and without hypocriſy.” And here only, „The fruit 
of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace, of them that make peace.” 
And thus come the ſaints, in all nations, to learn charity, chri/ 
lian charity! So that to them, „Circumeiſion is nothing, and 
uncircumeiſion is nothing, but the new creature, and that faith 
which worketh by love, to the purifying of their hearts. This 
is, #2 them, the one thing needful, the bleſſed ſum of their re- 
ligion and heavenly bend of their union, becauſe this only can 
give them an intereſt in IEsus CHRIST, and is the Faith of the 
on of Gop,” freely delivered to the ſaints,” for I ESU's 
Me. i 1 | 
And finee ſuch are convinced, that © the Kingdom of Gop, 
(or let me ſay, The government of the Prince of Peace upon 
their hearts,) is not meat and drink:” So the wiſdom and 
charity of the ſaints, are to be exerciſed toward one another in 
thoſe things, according to the primitive pattern ſet forth by the 
holy, and great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in that 14th Chap. to 
the Romans, in a particular manner. A 


For though meats and drinks, and divers waſhings, are not 
: worth contending for, as not appertaining to the Kingdom of 
Gop. Yet there are many religious ſouls, who place ſo much 

religion in them, that were it at once, propoſed to them to quit 
the ſign, in order fully to enjoy the divine ſubſtance, without it, 


it would (poſſibly) be too mighty a truth for them to embrace 


ſince their education has led them to believe their communion to 
ſtand in the participation of thoſe elements. And therefore, 
infinite eternal goodneſs may give thee, and thy dear fellow 
labourers, a chriſtian liberty to partake with them of the ſhadow, 
that ye may be inſtruments in his hand to bring them to the 
divine ſubſtance, the thing ſelf, „The Kingdom of our Gop, 


and the power of his CHRIST, wherein, only, to me © is /. 


vation and ſtrength.” 28 
So on the other hand, I ſhould “ build up thoſe things which 
1 have once deſtroyed, and thereby become a tranſgreſſor, 
ſhould I return again to theſe elements, becauſe to me they have 
appeared the beggarly elements of this world. Since I have 
been bred up among a people, who were firſt gathered and ſettled 
by the power of an endleſs life, without them, and brought out 
of the wilderneſs by being given to lean, purely, and only, on 


their 
. ; 


e err 
their beloved. Therefore, chriſtian charity will, yea, muft in. 
dulge me in the diſuſe of the ſign, while 1 am preſerved in a 
ſtate of „ fellowſhip, with the Father and the Son, without it, 
through the Spirit?” So * let him that eateth not, judge not 
him that eateth,“ and the contrary ; fince «© whatſoever is not 
of faith is fin.” This is chriſtianity; this is apoſtolical, 

„% A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one 
another, even as I have loved you: Here is the divine root of 
charity; then the branches grow, to the letting every man “ be 


fully perſuaded in his own mind, and if © any” ſincere it one 


be otherwiſe minded, God will reveal, even this thing to him.“ 
It was in this love my ſoul embraced thee, and thy, dear 
brother Charles Weſley, when firſt I ſaw you; feeling your 
ſpirits in a large meaſure, under the influence and conduct of 
the meek Spirit of JzsUs CHRIST, devoted to Gop; which was 
unſpeakable conſolation. to my ſoul. And whoſoever is of his 
number, the ſame is my brother, and fiſter, and mother. May 
the Father of lights proſper. you in his work. May the indwell- 
ings of his Spirit preſerve you, and all his children every where, 
to the Kingdom of his Glory! And this, dear friends, fhall we 
experience, as we abide in the unity of the one eternal ſpirit, 
which is the only bond of our peace with Gop, and with one ano- 
ther, Amen; through JESUS Carisrt ; in whoſe love I renewedly 
ſalute you, and bid you farewell, Who am, | ; 
_ . Your chriſtian friend, and fellow labourer in God's _ 

WITT. Vineyard, . GODFREY... 
P. S. I greet the brethren every where, who love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity: And hope ſoon to hear from one er 


LETTER XVIE. 
a From Ms OULT DOME 
_._* _ To the Rey. Ms. JOHN WESLEY. 
'Drar Sin, Leominſter, July 13, 1739. 
EST ERD AVI came off a Journey, and met with your 
Kind letter, in conjunction with Mr. Whitefield's, and 
M. Sewards : my ſoul was much' refreſhed and encouraged, in 


reading each of them: and, as to your enquiry, N ge is no un- 
common appearances of Gop in theſe parts. We are a little 


ſociety of perſons, that IJ hope have experience of the Grace of 
Gon ; We believe regeneration neceſſary to ſalvation, and that 
we are juſtified by Faith in CHRIST without works, and that 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. We alſo believe the 

Sur. 1797 "DF" - 85 


promiſes 


8 -- 
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Promiſes of God, and pray and wiſh, for the 3 of 


them: {viz.) That Gop will deſtroy Babylon and Antichriſt, in > 


the nations, churches, and hearts of Gon's people; that he will 
heal the breach of his people, and. give them one heart, and one 
Way, that they may fear him for ever; that Chriſt's Kingdom | 
will” come, and his will ſhall be done, on earth as it is done 
in heaven. That the ſtone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, will ſmite the image, and become a mountain, and fill 
the whole earth. Then the knowledge of the Lord ſhall cover 
the earth, as the waters do the ſea: And ſinners ſhall fly as a 
cloud, and as doves to their windows; whoſe converſion we 
long and pray daily for; and our hearts cannot but cleave to 
the inſtruments, Gop is ' pleaſed to make uſe of in this great 
and ſtrange work: Strange to a blind world that lieth in wick- 
edneſs, but we hope Gop will enlighten and deliver them. Lord 
breathe' on theſe dry bones ! and of this ſtony hearted generation, 
raiſe up children unto Abraham , make you inſtrumental in turn- 

ing many to righteouſneſs, and then you will be one of en 
har ſhall 'ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever. . 


Sir, you well know that tall cedars, are far more pie 555 a 
ſtorm, than low ſhrubs. The more ſucceſsful you are againſt 
fatan's kingdom, the more likely you are to be the butt of his 

e and malice; and this old ſerpent, who beguiled Eve through 

his ſubtilty, will make the utmoſt 'uſe of all his policy and 
wer againſt you. But, notwithſtanding ſatan can transform 
e ſelf into an angel of light, ſo as to dazzle and deceive the 
eye of human reaſon, in its higheſt and eleareſt diſcerning; yet 
J truſt: that you live in that Spirit which is ſuperior to angelic | 
nature, and will diſeover and ſecure, you from all ſatan's ſtrong 
deluſions, which is my heart's deſire and fervent prayer to Gop 
for you. I hope that you. will excuſe my freedom herein, it is 
the effect of my tender concern, and regard for you ; and the 
glorious cauſe. you are engaged in. Some further account of its 
ſucceſs at your leaſure, would e oblige, 
1 7 77 
' Your very affectionate Friend and Well. witer, in our 
dear Lord, JOHN OVLION. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


From Ma. JOHN CEN NIC k, 58 
'To the Rev. JOHN R _ 


Daa h Beisl, Sept. 10, 1739. 
Am geing to give yon a relation of what I have ſeen and 
heard fince my laſt. On Thurſday I went to Kendleſhire 


about ſeven; : where was really a very ſerious congregation : And 
| r 
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accompanied with many friends, from thence I came to the 
Fire Engine, to our weekly ſociety; and while I was expounding 
with power, on Theſe are they who came out of great tribu- 
latiog and have waſhed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb, David Reynold's wife fat down in 

her chair, inwardly deſpairing and greatly ſighing, and continued 
- worſe till 1 had finiſhed. When I went to her, and would have 
comforted her, but lo “ her hour was not yet come.” We 
prayed, and ſung ſome time, after-which ſhe kes to revive, 
and got ſtrength to go home. I ſtayed all Friday in the wood, 
and on the third chapter of Romans I expounded: again, at 
another houſe near the former, and here a young woman of Siſen 
eried out, and was followed by another, and thus for two hours 
or more they cried vehemently, „My Gop, help me! Oh! 
J periſh! 138 CHxisr fave me! &c.“ After this I went 
home, but had a weight heavy indeed on my ſoul, my breaſt 
was preſſed down with a cloud; I found the ſpirit of prayer 
abode with me all the while, and I kept faſt my peace. Sunday 
morning I roſe up as before, bowed down, and I think the. only 
temptation that I perceived was, not to reveal the burden of the 
Lord that was then upon me, to the people of Kingswood, at 
two in the afternoon as I had appointed. However I knew m 
Father had Feen me the work, and F was reſigned to obey. 
went to the ſacrament at St. John's, had communion with Jeſus, 
1bdbdiut through a glaſs darkly. I was now perſuaded, ſomewhat 
. more was to befall me this day than common. As I was kneel- 
ing before the altar, and had eaten the bread, I was lifting up 
my heart to heaven, and juſt moving my lips, when Mr. Hall, 
denied me the cup for a time, in the face of a large congregation, 
with“ What do you mean by making additions? And more 
to that effect, which I did not underftand. I took the cup when 
he was pleaſed to grant it me, returned to my ſeat not viſibly, yet 
ſecretly in confuſion. But reflected, , Well, there is no one 
can hinder me of the river of life: No one (though they bid 
me forbear to partake of the outward ſigns,) can prevent my 
reception of the Blood of my Loxp.“ I began to think the days 
| were at hand, when I ſhould be thruſt out of the earthly houſe, 
the temple made with hands: but I know I ſhall not have my 
name blotted out of the Book uf Life. My habitation is pre- 
ared, and no one can take it from me. Praiſe the Lord! Mr. 
e A told me, (who was an eye witneſs,) Mr. Hall trem- 
bled when he came round with the cup to him. O may Jeſus 
never deny him the water of falyation! Pray for him, dear 
brother, and ſtand yourſelf armed, ready to prove thyſelf coura- 
gious in our Loxp's battles. * And now I came to the Colliers, 
Not diſheartened at all, but rather urged on: Here, to a large 
attentive audience, I taught the neceſſity of the new life, from 
the Jatter part of the I chapter of St. John, where I 


* 


rr 
was full of living water, and breathed out the truth, with power 
and ſucceſs: One fainted, and bowed down her ſoul beneath 
her convictions. One man cried out aloud, O my dear bre- 
thren, I am filled with love. I have the Spirit of my Gop now. 
glorious in my ſoul! O how ſhall I worthily ſpeak N great 
things Gop hath done for me! And O my. brethren, ſeek, feck, 
and you ſhall find the eternal life ſpringing up in you alſo!” 
looked on him, and ſaw joy and inexpreſfible glory fit beautiful 
on his brow. We were wet to the ſkin, and although it rained 
furiouſly, they all ſtood admiring the wonderful works of Gop. 
From Roſe Green, I came back to Mrs. Jones's, and as I was 
clearly diſeourſing of faith, and proving that heretofore we had 
worſhipped an unknown Gop; one woman, who loved none of 
her neighbours, neither was loved of them, ſtood a while 
' trembling, and then fat down with all the figns of a wounded 
/ ns and a broken contrite heart: Her pangs increaſed, till 
ſhe at-laſt cried out for very diſquietneſs, and was near three 
Hours ere ſhe recovered her ſtrength. Then ſhe defired me to 
pray, I began to pray, but my voice was overpowered by the 
loud ſhricks of another. I begged thoſe round to pray with me, 
and preſs Gon in the prayer of our Lord. We all joined fer- 
vently, and poured out many tears; and fireight every one's tongue 
was looſed; ſo that at near four in the morning all together 
were on their knees, praying amidſt the cries of the wounded 
ſouls for mercy! And it was not long ere one joined in praifi 
Gop, and viſited and aſſiſted the others; ſo that before five we 
all parted, and every one went away to his home, amazed, and 
begging Gop, that this might be evermore remembered by every 
ſpectator. O pray for us! that we may triumph in the Lord our 
rength, and that he fail not to hear his inheritance. I am full 
of work: O may Gop proportion my ſtrength thereto! — 
Adieu, dear Brother, JOHN CENNICK, 
Pray give my fincere love to;Brother Bray, and greet all the 
hauſhold of faith in my name. 3 , = 
LETTER XIX. | 
From Mx. IO HN CENNI C K, 
| To the Rxv. JOHN WESLEY. © 
My dear Brother, June 16, 1740. 
"NF HEN I was coming from Bitten on Sunday, (without 
any offence of mine,) a certain man rode up behind me, 
and ſtruck me twice with a ſtaff in the face ; the laſt blow came 
upon my eye: Providence ſo ordered it, that my cheek and my 
forchead, fayed my eye from being beat out. I can ſcarce fee ta 
write now, being in ſo much pain, I was ſo ſick, and ſo vio, | 
lently tortured in the afternoon on Sunday, that I FR | 
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ſtand when I was expounding; yet I took courage to ſay, 1 
hoped to be in the 'Horſe-Fair. I rode thither, in the utmoſt 
pain and miſery: yet when I had preached ſome time, I found the 
pain degreaſe, and Gop gave me ſuch. ſtrength, that near two 
hours T proclaimed his Everlaſting Goſpel. To-day I was 
there again, (though I lodged at Kingswood, becauſe we kept 
our love- feaſt there.) Laſt night my eye was very painful, but 
the ſympathy of the children of my people, and the tender 
pity they ſeemed to ſhew for me, by their tears and kind enquiries, 
was above meaſure, to make me patient. On Tueſday I was 
again preſent at Upton, when I had ſuch a voice that I was 
heard beyond all the fearful noiſe and uproar of the blind 
ſervants of ſatan. Their -maſter ſaw it, and ſet them to change 
their device: As noiſe proved uſeleſs, then they ſtrove to throw 
me down, by ſwaying heavy againſt thoſe behind me. This 
would not do: we triumphed. Then they threw dirt till 1 
ſeemed as if I was ſtanding in the pillory. Before I ceaſed, 
J turned to my perſecutors, and bade them no longer throw dirt, 
when ſtones, were ſo plenty. | I bade them now perform thei r vo.]. 
and blow me up, or kill me by violence. And while I ſtood 
to face death in any way, without a ſpark of fear riſing, or trem- 
bling; many confeſſed, “ ſurely it is the doctrine of I sus! 
See how they all ſtand without moving, amidſt ſo many re- 
vilings: Several of the heads left off. Some of the ſouls thus 
engaged aye frighted, and quaking confeſs, I have done very 
wrong, but will do ſo. no more.“ For which cauſe one is 
turned out of his work, I aſked Mr. Barry after church, in 
the church yard, Whether he would always rail thus againſt us 
who were Allowing Jesvs in the way (he called) enthuſiaſm ? 
He turned pale, fell in a rage, called out for a conſtable. or a 
church-warden, like a madman ; ſaying, I have no buſineſs 
with you, along ! along! You have diſturbed me in mine office!” 
I faid meckly, “ do not diſturb you, fir, I only aſk you to 
anſwer me a civilqueſtion,” and then turned away and left him. A 
gentleman ſtood by and aſked, Sir, who is the man? He raged 
Bake they could not find a conſtable, and anſwered, It is that 
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Twin dog Cennick! I am glad he has ſpoke to me, now. 


will trounce the dog. There, fee now, they go away ſinging !” 

The gentleman replied, © They have been with juſtice Harris, 
he told them it was the bufineſs of the Ecclefiaſtical Court; and 
were it not, (feeing the young man wrongs no one, nor makes 
any breach of law or goſpel,) I will have nothing to do with 
that juſt man.” _ f your ſoul be among lions, then pray 
for me ; for 1 am ſet in a den of dragons SL (ty » 
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From Mz, JOHN CENNICK,, 
To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY. 
Dear Favourite of Gop, 5 July 7, 1740. | 


* 
'Y 


Know you cannot take the filence amiſs, when you conſider 
how I have not a quarter of an hour in a day wherein I 


might write. I have juſt now ſtole a ſpare moment from tea, to 


tell you, publicly to give thanks for the great mercies of Gop 
ſhewn to his flock, once ſo much abuſed, at Upton. - — | 
On Tueſday laſt, two men (particular enemies) came 2 
the reſt (though after them) with ſtrong purpoſe to pull me 
the place: When they were come and beheld the cruel treat- 
ment I bore from their brethren, their hearts failed them, and 
pity forced them to own the actions of the men of belial a ſhame : 
and fo zealous they waxed at laſt in our defence, that when they 


were ridiculed among us, they roſe up, ſtruck all who ſtood in 


their way, and bore down all before them. I believe there were 
near twelve on horfeback, who ſeeing the war begin, forgot any 
more to'mock, but rode off with all the haſte they could. Mr. 
Parker, jun. was ſo enraged, that he ran among them with a 
pitch-fork : He was ſeized by another, caſt down and deprived of 
his weapon, and beat ſeverely. Then two of our ſociety fol- 
lowed in reſiſting, trampled on their pans, caſt down the men 
out of the cart, and forced an uncommon filence till 1 had 


ended. I was grieved ſorely to hear this; and often did I be- 


ſeech the Lord to put away this evil. I excluded one from the 
fociety, that the ſlander might not come on the church. IS 


About five o'clock, I ſet out again, and was never ſo chearful 


in my life; though many declared that more than one hundred 


men were hired to put me to death. As I drew near, a brother 
told me, that three or four juſtices of the peace were gone into 
Upton, either to take me up, or thoſe of our company who 
had reſiſted. I was not moved in the leaſt, but commended the 


" cauſe to my Father. I went forward, and being too ſoon, I ſat 


down by the way to ſing that Hymn «© Why ſhould the children 
of a king,” &c. As we were ſinging, one deſired me to go for- 


Ward and talk to the juſtices. I thought it improper : but being 
again met by another, I was told that a clerk of one of the 


Juſtices waited for me on the hill. Then I went on readily, 


verily believing the Loxd would now ſtand up for his people, 


I came into the room where three were fitting. One of whom 
was our dear friend juſtice Hains of Wick. They behaved 
very grave and honourable, and thanked me that I was pleaſed 
to wait on them ; I likewiſe thanked them for coming thither, 


hat 
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that they wo ſee the truth. They begged me to move from 
the place. My ſpirit forbad me; and 1 ftill perſiſted, as I had 
ſaid in public, I would ſtand in that place till Gop ſhauld de- 
liver his children. I had Gop with me, ſo that they could not 
gainſay reaſonably ' any thing I ſaid. At laſt they agreed that I 
' ſhould have the place, and ſaid they would hear me. Mr. 
Hains ſaid, if any for the future diſturbed me, if I did but 
ſignify it to him, he would grant a warrant immediately. I 
thanked him, and being invited I went to his houſe. After I 
had done, and was chriſtianly entertained, I took with me Mr, 
Arthers, and cleared all. objections, ſhewed how I had been 
uſed, and leaving him fully pleaſed; and ſatisfied, I came to 
Kingswood, - rejoicing. I could tell. you much more, but time 
and paper, | bids me ſtay. My love to all the ſaints dwelling in 
EE e JI. CENNICK. 
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From the Rev. Mx. WHITEFIELD, 
I0 the REV. JOHN WESLEY. © . 
Rev. and dear Sir, London, Dec. 5, 1942. 
1 Long to hear from you, and write this hoping to have an 
A anſwer. I rejoice to hear the Lord bleſſes your labours : 
May you be bleſſed in bringing ſouls to IEsus CHRIS r, even 
more, and more ! © I believe we ſhall go on beſt, when we only 
preach the ſimple goſpel, and not interfere with each other's plan. 
Our Loxp exceedingly blefſes us at the Tabernacle : Our 
glorious Redeemer ſurely ſhews us his hands and his feet, and 
ſays, Peace be unto you. I doubt not but he deals in the ſame 
Bountiful manner with you. I have had ſweet” letters from 
Georgia. My dear family is ſafe at Betheſda: Their deliver- 
axance from the Spaniards is really wonderful. The Miniſter 
of Savannah is dead: I believe Mr, Mariton of the Iſle of 
Man, will ſucceed him. I truſt our Lozp will yet take Georgia 
into his own hands. I was at your letter-day on Monday. 
Brother Charles has been pleaſed to come and ſee me twice. 
_ Behold what a happy thing it is, for brethren to dwell together 
in unity! That the whole chriſtian world may all become of 
one heart and one mind, and that we in particular, though dif- 


fering in judgment, may be examples of mutual, fervent, un- 
diſembled affection, is the hearty prayer of e | 
Rev. and dear Sir, r 5 © 3s at 
Your moſt affectionate, though moſt unworthy younger 
Brother and Servant, in the kingdom and patienee 
aof Ro, 0 0 ITE TEEN 
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From the Rev. DR. DODDRIDGE; | 
„ To the Rav. JOHN: WEREEYC 
Ne v. and dear Sir, | | Northampton, June 19, 1746. 
Send this by way of poſtſcript, to thank you for the enter- 
A taining account you gave me, of that very extraordinary turn 
which affairs took in the battle of Falkirk. I have been in- 
formed by another perſon, who had ati opportunity of very good 
intelligence concerning it; and I traced ſome of the ſame cir- 
cumſtances, though not in altogether ſo diſtin a manner. I per- 
ccive our rebel enemies, were as confident of victory as poſſible, 
juſt before the action at Culloden, which proved ſo fatal to 
them: For a friend of mine from thence brings word, 

juſt as the armies joined, an officer was ſent back to make pro- 
clamation at the market- eroſs at Inverneſs, That every houſe- 
holder ſhould bake a buſhel of bread, that it might be ready 
to refreſh the prince's victorious army on its return, which was 
required on pain of military execution; and de gonſagyeance of 
this was, that our army found much better proyiſion for their 
refreſhment, after the fatigue of that glorious day, than they 
could otherwife have done. I have alſo reaſon to believe, that 
a day or two, before this action; Lord Kilmarnock, having quar- 
tered himſelf, and ſome of the chief of his officers, at a Miniſter's 
of the Scotch eſtabliſhed church in thoſe parts; obliged the 
maſter. of the houſe and his eldeſt ſon, to wait upon them, at 
table, and in a profane manner undertook to. ſay grace himſelf, 

which was May Gop d——n and confound, all preſbyterian 
« Parſons, their wives, and children, and families, henceforth, 
« and for evermore, Amen.” I perceive it is commonly thought 
the rebels permitted ourarmy to paſs the Spa, that they might the 
more certainly cut off their retreat. It is not to be wondered, 
that ſuch a deliverance, after ſuch circumſtances as theſe, ſhould 
make a ſtrong impreſſion upon the mind of miniſters and Jo: 
ple in general, which I am aſſured it does; I heartily pray Gon 
the impreſſion may be laſting, and may produce that reforma- 
tion that is ſo much needed among them, as well as amongſt us. 

I ] am, dear Sir, | | 1 APE 

| Moft faithfully and affectionately yours, 
| 5 P. DODDRIDGE. 
P. S. I ſhall not be at all ſurpriſed, if the next winter ſhould 
open upon us a much more afflictive ſcene than the laſt: If we 
will not be reformed by ſuch judgments, and ſuch deliverances 
as theſe. Yet think with you, dear Sir, that Gop will not make 
a a full end of us. I look upon every finner, converted from the 
error of his ways'by the power of Gop, working in his Goſpel, 
as a token of good, that we ſhall not be utterly forſaken. - 
3 LEITER 
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| From the Rxv. Dn. DODDRIDGE; 
To the REV. JOHN WESLEY, 


© Rev. and dear Sir, Northampton, June 29, 1746. 
Am truly glad that the long letter I laſt ſent you was agree- 
1 able to you. I bleſs God, that my prejudices againſt the 
writers of the Eſtabliſhment were ſo early removed and con- 
quered: And I greatly rejoice when I ſee in theſe, whom, upon 
other accounts, 1 muſt highly eſteem as the excellent of the 
earth, that their prejudices. againſt their brethren of any deno- 
mination, are likewiſe ſubſided, and that we are coming nearer. 
to that harmony, in which, I hope, we ſhall ever be one in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus. I cannot think the apprehenfions which you, 
dear Sir, intimate, of remaining danger, to be by any means 
groundleſs ; and it is ſomething remarkable, that juſt before I 
received your letter, I had been preaching at a meeting of 
Miniſters in the neighbourhood, from thoſe words, Reſoice 
with trembling,” with ſome peculiar accommodation to our pre- 
ſent circumſtances. I hope to have the pleaſure of paying my 
reſpects to you in town, before it is long; and defire your 
| 2 for my proſperous journey. I have always eſteemed it 
| be the trueſt act of friendſhip, to uſe our mutual endeavours 
to render the character of each other, as blameleſs and as valu- 
able as poſſible ; and I have never felt a more affectionate ſenſe 
of my obligation, than when thoſe worthy perſons who have 
honoured me with their affection and correſpondence, have freely 
told me, what they thought amiſs in my temper and conduct: 
This therefore, dear Sir, is an office which you might reaſon- 
ably expect from me, who ſhould fo fincerely defire it from you. 
If I had ſuch an intimate knowledge of you, as could be the 
foundation of any ſuch addreſs, it has always been a maxim 
with me, not to believe any flying ſtory to the prejudice of thoſe 
whom I had apparent reaſon, from what I knew of them, to 
eſteem, and conſequently, as I ſhould never make this a foun- 
dation, you muſt be contented to wait, perhaps, a good deal 
longer, before you will be likely to receive that office of fra- 
ternal love which you aſk from, EY 4 | 
Rev. and dear Sir, 1 ; 3 
| Your obliged: and affectionate Brother and Servant, 
2 5 8 P. DODDRIDGE. 
© Your caution has ſuggeſted a thought to me, whether it be 
' modeſt to call ourſelves humble. If the expreſſion means a real 
readineſs to ſerve in love, in any thing low, as waſhing the feet 
of another, I hope I can ſay, I am your humble ſervant, but if 
it means one who is in all reſpects as humble as he could wiſh, , 
SUP. 1797. E f. 
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.Gop forbid, I ſhould arrogate ſo proud a title, In what can I ſay, 


I have already attained ?@ Only, I love my divine Maſter; and 
I would not have a thought in my heart that he ſhould diſap- 


prove. I feel a ſweetneſs in being aſſuredly in his gracious hand, 


vhich all the world cannot poſſibly afford, and which I really think 


would make .me happier in a dark dungeon, than ten thoufand 


worlds could make me without it. And therefore, I love every 


creature on earth, that bears his image; and I do not except 
thoſe of them, who through ignorance, raſhnefs and prejudice, 


have greatly injured me, though ſuch there are, I hope, in that 
number. . " | 3 


| | ; 5 | 
LETTER ASX; 
From Mz. ANDREW WILSON, 
To the Rev. JOUN WESLEY. 


Rev. and dear Sir. - "Newcaſtle, Dee. 30, 1746. 5 


1 Had the ſatisfaction of receiving your's of the 11th, of 


October, which was very agreeable to me. 


I am inclined to explain myſelf further unto you, as to the 
Nature and Importance of that Knowledge of which I wrote you 


in my former letter, becauſe you have an opportunity of teachin 

much people. I perfectly agree with you, That Knowledge 
without Charity, (Love, ) is as ſounding braſs: It puffeth up, 
and is attended with very bad conſequences. But that Know- 


ledge which conveys into the heart the impreſſes of the Love of 
Gop, manifeſted in the face of JesUs CHRIST, teaches us to 
love his image, to love and ſerve thoſe who are born of him, 


becauſe we love him who hath begotten them. And Love is the 


fullfilling of the Law. 


The knowledge and underſtanding of the Scriptures of Truth, 
I take to be of the laſt importance, and i- what real chriſtians 


need as much to have their attention awakened unto; as the 
generality of thoſe who are called by the chriſtian name, need 
to be taught, That they are dead while they have a name to 


hve.” 


* 


The underſtanding of the true meaning and intent of the Serip- 


tures, is underſtanding the mind of Gop in every place: And 


he who opens up that, does more, and (ſo to ſpeak) gives more 


opportunity unto the Spirit of Gop to operate in the heart by 


his own Word, than he who. ſays abundance of ſerious things, 
which are not contained in the ſubject he diſeourſes from. In 


the latter way, a man may preach a number of Years unto a 


-* ©eongregation, 
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congregation, and never explain the direct meaning of the Holy 
Spirit in one ſeripture; mean while, he is not inereaſing their 
knowledge in the Word of God. The brilliance of the diamond, 
and the carnation of the roſe, depend upon the ſame natural 
light; but what ſort of a philoſopher would he be, who therefore, 

in explaining the nature of the one, ſhould deſcribe the other ? 
As abſurd it is, in ſpeaking from the ſcripture, to inſiſt upon 
topics which the paſſage does not at all intend. The word of 
God is that alone, by which the Holy Spirit influences the heart 
of a believer. And I cannot think it ſufficient for the carrying 
on of that work, that chriſtians be taught a few general truths, 
which poſſibly by conſtant teaching they may acquire ſome dif- 
tin& notion of, without ever ſeeing them in the ſeripture in 
their genuine beauty and dreſs. And do not all fooliſh and 
injudicious clamours about orthodoxy and hereſy rife from this? 
It is on this account that the profeſſors of chriſtianity have 
3 fo many jarring views, and are judging one another. ©1014 20 
f . © I apprehend the ſcriptures contain a more glorious, beautiful, 
and various diſplay of the eternal Gop, than the inconceivable 
. variety in nature gives us of this creation, which is his work: 
And I would have all chriſtians fearch the ſcriptures, and ſtudy 
Go there, with as much affiduity as the naturaliſts do nature 
in his material works. What an infinite reward of injoyment 
ä would ariſe from thence? Heirs of Gop! How ſhall we poſſeſs 
1 the riches of an inheritance we do not know? And how ſhalt - 
we know God, but by the ſcriptures? They are they which 
teſtify of him. e 4 0 | 16F 
Such an infight into the ſcriptures, I take to be that knowledge 
of the myſtery hid from ages and generations, and of the mani- 
fold Wiſdom, of Gop. This Knowledge, all chriſtians ought 
5 be inereaſing in, upon the belief of the truth. It is true in- 
ced, a head knowledge of theſe things is nothing. The Spirit 
of Gop muſt make the heart ſenſible of all that our underſtand- 
ings can comprehend. in Revelation. But theſe are two diſtin 
things which Gop hath. joined together; even as the power of 
5 God, in raiſing of CHRISH from the dead, is one thing to be un- 
derſtood and believed from the ſeriptures; and the ſame power, 
employed in quiekening of a ſinner, is a work actually per- 
formed in the heart by the Spirit of CHRIST, but is inſeparable 
from the faith of the former. This is it that makes the under- 
ſtanding, I ſpeak of, ſo neceſſary; for without it, a perſon will 
never be able to judge, by the Word of Gop, what paſſes in 
himſelf: For it is the only ſtandard to try the ſpirits by, and 
thereby to prove every one's work. F | 
The true underſtanding of the mind of God in Revelation, 
_ eonveyed with power into the heart by the Holy Spirit, I take 
to be the Bread of Life, of which if à man eat he ſhall never die, 
nr >} There 


2 


36 . „ 
There are two things that ſerious people are generally in 

hazard from: The one is, regarding only what they feel in 

themſelves, when their affections are lively, and they receive 
great conſolation from a belief of the Love of God in Chriſt. 
They take that for the Knowledge of God, which is only the 
effect of it; and conſequently, are in hazard of ſeeking the 
Knowledge of God in their own feelings, and meaſuring of their 
knowledge by them: Not attending, that our nouriſhment is 
not from within ourſelves, but comes from without, It is 
God's whole glory diſplayed in Revelation, communicated 54 

£ 


the Holy Spirit, received by faith, which ought to be the ch 
tian's daily bread. 4490 „5 
The other danger which ſerious chriſtians are in, is the effect | | 
of that groſs darkneſs which, ſince the knowledge of the ſorip- | 
tures has of old been taken away, in ſome meaſure, ſtill coyers 
the people. Since chriſtians have been deprived of the liberty 
of judging in all things for themſelves, (which they will never 
be capable of without underſtanding the Word. of Gad,) they 
would rather be blindly led by any, than recover unto them 
ſelves the privilege of ſtudying the ſcriptures, for their alone 
rule and director in all things. Therefore, whenever they are 
well affected towards any help raiſed up for them, they will 
] follow blindly, if much pains are not beſtowed. to direct them 
i In the knowledge of the ſcriptures. And backward will they 
be to embrace their birth right, and greateſt privilege. _ | 
Dear Sir, I hope you will nat miſtake me, in writing unto 
you in this way; it is the effect of my confidence in you, and be- 
cauſe I know the ſpecial opportunities you have of aſſiſting many 
in the way of truth and holineſs. CR 
1 have not always the faculty of conveying my ſentiments 
with perſpicuity ; and I know I am ready, as well as others, ta 
miſtake. On which accounts, I hope, if in any thing I appear 
to you to be miſtaken, I will take it Kindly to be corrected. 
You will not wonder, after this, ſeeing I am of opinion, that 
much of the regard due unto the ſcriptures is loſt; much of 
the ſenſe, and true beauty of them muſt be loft alſo. But if it 
pleaſe Gop to favour our correſpondence, we may have after 
occaſions of communicating unto one another our views more 
particularly, May you be kept in the Love of Gop, and in 
the patient waiting for the coming of the Lord; And may he 
ſucceed and direct your labours, | ws 
k Jam, dear Sir, 
With greateſt regard, 1 
Tour aſſured Friend and Servant, 


ANDREW WILSON. , 
r 
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From Mz. JAMES ERS K I N E, 
To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY. 


'.  JDur un [by Weſtminſter, April 3, 1745. 
| 1 Ought to have mentioned ſooner, my receiving your's con- 
cerning Mr. Edwards of New England. I deſired to look 

into his books for that which you obferve from them, that I 
might the better notice it to Mr. Robe, but 1 have them not 

at hand. Perhaps Mr. Robe has not obſerved it in them, 

| being of his opinion as to the thing, though not ſo as to the 
| abſolute neceſſity of believing either the one or the other fide - 
| of the queſtion: And it is the maintaining the neceſſity of 
Mr. Edwards's fide of the queſtion, that you juſtly blame. 

And for the ſame reaſon, I ſuppoſe, you would blame the main- 
taining the Neceſſity of your own fide of the queſtion. On what-' 
ſoever fide of the queſtion one be, I apprehend that the miſtake 

of the neceſſity of it, proceeds from what Mr. Lock, in the 

laſt chapter of the ſecond Book of his Human Underſtanding, 

calls the ho gt of Ideas. People long accuſtomed to ex- 
OS the eftential things of chriſtianity in ſuch a way, and never 

ving obſerved how they can be explained in any other, they 
transfer their zeal for theſe effential things to their own way of 

if explication, and believe there is a neceſſary connection between 
them, when there is not. This has produced many miſchiefs, 
| errors, animoſities and ſchiſms, among chriſtians and all ſorts of 
people. A neceſſary connection with a Truth, proves the thing ſa 
| connected to be alſo true; but a' connection only in our heads, 
| and though finking down to our hearts, proves no ſuch thing. 
I would take my ground to ſtand on for clearing this, on what 

you ſay ſo well in that ſame letter to me: Whoſoever agrees 
* with us in that account of practical religion, given in the 
% Character of a Methodiſt, I regard not what his other opinions 
„ are; the e is my brother, and fiſter, and mother. 7 
% am more afſured, that Love is of God, than that any opinion 
ae whatſcever is ſo.” Therein may we increaſe more and more! 
I have many times thought on this, ſince I was favoured with - 
that letter from you, and confidered how far it natively and 
clearly went, as to many things that occaſion contentions and 
ſchiſms, even among real chriſtians ; and what natively and 
clearly follows from this good principle ; what our practice ought 
to be with regard to brethren differing in opinion, and to thoſe 
they inſtru and teach. One effect of this has been, to make 
me think (what I have ſtrongly ſuſpected before,) that I have 
not yet met with, nor heard or read of, that party gr ſet of people, 

whole practice is not in ſeveral remarkable particulpr ws | 


! 
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directly or by plain conſequence, with this godd principle. But 
I will not ſuffer myſelf to be fully perſuaded of this, and eſpe- 
cially as to one ſet of men, till I have the happineſs to meet 
with your Brother and you, and talk over ſome particulars, which 
I hope you will allow me ſeriouſly, calmly, and impartially to 
lay before you. May the Holy Ghoſt lead us into all truth, 
rr ET on of * 
Dear Sir, ; ls apt ont 4: Def: ico, 
Your moſt faithful affectionate humble Servant, 
| | 5 JAMES. ERSKINE. 
| = e ee April 4, 1745. 
P. S. As to outward communion with ſuch in whom your. 
characteriſtic is found: | 19 5 8 . 
I. Is it not our duty and theirs, to keep ſuch communion 
together, as far as we can without ſin? And except in that 
caſe, is not ſeparation in outward communion from one another, 
a fin? And conſequently, is it not a fin in any of us, to ſet. 
outward communion. on ſuch a foot, or ſo to manage it, that, 
, Others who have your characteriſtic, cannot. join with us in out- 
ward communion, without fin in them? And is it not alſo our 
duty, not to ſtumble them by our way of inſiſting on our par- 
ticular opinions or practices? And is it not a ſin in them, to 
be too ſcrupulouſly ſtumbled at us on that account? And, 


2. Is it not far wrong (and therefore a fin). in any, fo to reach _ LM 

our particular opinions or practices, 2 eſpecially to ſuch as we 

are employed to inſtruct ſavingly in the great eſſentials, and the 

firſt principles of the Oracles of Gop, ) ſo as to lead them into 

ſuch an aſſociation of ideas, between them and our particular 

opinions and practices, which weaknek and want of judgment, 

narrowneſs of thought and ſuperficialneſs, ſelf-conceit and im- 

patience of ſpirit, are ſo apt to lead even the frong into? And 

do we not very often ſee, how, (almoſt,) incurably this preju- 

dices the weak againſt their brethren in Chriſt ; and takes up, 
and perplexes their own minds with particular. opinions and 

practices, ſo far carries them off from the ſerious conſideration 

and application of the eſſentials, and their exerciſe of ſoul and 

heart about them? And hence, have we not ſeen, even the 

ſtrong in grace, and able in knowledge, and alſo in learning, 

miſtake the LorD's ſhining on their ſouls on account of their 

receiving, and having applied to them the eſſentials, and im- 

puted it to their bigotry for particular opinions and practices - 

And have we not ſeen ſuch hereby led, with great zeal, to bear 
- perſecution from, and in their turn to inflict it upon their bre- 

thren in Chriſt ? Almoſt eFery one cries out againſt the diſmal 

conſequences of this, which have made even faints act like the 

moſt fierce, cruel, and unforgiving, proud, domincering 1 5 

| . ut 
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but few ſeem to dive into the cauſe of it, or heartily to ſeek. 
after and fellow. the effectual cure. And therefore, 5 
3. Is it not the duty of Miniſters of the Goſpel, in the ex- 
erciſe of their reſpective offices, and of private chriſtians, in their 
private brotherly intercourſe, to inſiſt upon, and ſhew that even 
our particular opinions and practices, are not ſuch, but that 
opinions and practices diſagreeable and contrary unto them, may 
be in one who is truly in Chriſt, and in whom your charac- 
"teriſtic is found? Is it not their duty, each in their ſeveral 

ſtations, to prevent and diſſolve that groundleſs affociation of 
ideas? And yet to ſhew the dangerous tendency of any particular 
opinions and practice in t/elf, to carry us, from, or into miſ- 
takes about the eſſentials and characteriſtic? But do we not ſee 
the quite contrary done by almoſt all? Do they not proceed as 
if they were. deſirous to eſtabliſh that aſſociation of ideas in 
favour of their own particular opinions and practices, and there- 
by, (as is too probable, though perhaps their own hearts ſecretly 
hide it from them,) to eſtabliſh their own particular party, and 
to fix their adherents unto. them? And have we not hence 
ſeen actual ſchiſms, and thence farther ſeparations of Hart, 
opinion and practice? And have we not thence ſeen even farther 
very bad conſequences? _ | 


4. Since, as you juſtly ſay, © Je are more aſſured, that love 
is of God, than that any opinion whatſoever is ſo ;* is it not our 
duty to follow that love with all our brethren in Chriſt, and 
the native effect and conſequence of it, outward communion, - 
in ſo far as that communion does not lead us into, or clearly 
imply, our owning an opinion as true, or a practice as lawful 
and right, which yet we do not believe to be true or lawful and 
Tight? For ſo far as we do ſo, as to any opinion or practice, be 
it more or leſs important or trifling, ſo far we lie; which in all 
caſes is a ſin and unworthy, 5 „ 

5. Vet may there not ſometimes be exceptions, from this 

general rule of actual outward communion, even where love 
and unity of heart is preſerved? As, when one is of (what is 
called) a national church, or in any ſociety, which being too 
. 'bigotted or haughty, would take ſuch offence at this communion, 
as by entertaining it to break their own fellowſhip, in pieces, and 
occaſion debarrings, and the leſſer (perhaps even the higheſt) ex- 
communication, and greatly ſtumble and offend, .and even make 
to fall, ſome good but miſtaken ſouls in that church or ſociety ? 
May not in ſuch caſe, actual outward communion be kept with 
brethren in Chriſt in ſome inſtances, when not in others? Is it not 
our duty to uſe all the chriſtian prudence, wiſdom and diligence 
can, in the Lorp's ſtrength, to bring all the Lokp's peo- 
ple from this bigotry, and to bring them to that univerſal mu- 
1. dear love, and the native canſequence thereof, in actual 
"4". f e outward 
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outward communion. And though all caſes cannot be in 


nor therefore, be determined before hand; yet is it not our duty to 
endeavour now, with prayer and ſupplication, and much and 
deep meditation and ſtudy, in the name of Jeſus, through the 


Holy Ghoſt, to enquire into the grounds and ſeriptural chriſtian 


xeaſons of our conduct in ſuch caſes, and ſo as to be derbi to 
particular and various caſes as they occur ? 


6. Are not the true ſcriptural grounds, of firmneſs and earn- 


eſtneſs for every one of the Loxp's truths, whoſoever differ from 


them : and at the ſame time of keeping communion in heart, 
and alſo outwardly with differing brethren : and yet of ſome- 
times ſeparating from the outward communion of ſome churches 
and ſocieties, wherein, ſome real chriſtians do till remain: 


Are not the true ſcriptural grounds for all theſe three, contained 


in the following texts and others? Jude 3. Philip. iii. 15, 
16, &. 2 Cor. vi. 19, to the end of the chapter. Rev. 


xviii. 4, 5. O! what ſolid chriſtian grounds, and with what 


ſolid ſcriptural evidence, may we reduce to each of theſe 


heads, ſuch things and caſes, as do belong to them * 


LETTER XXVI. 


"thi Ma. JAMES ERSKINE, 
To the Rev. JOHN WESLEY. 


Dax Sin, | Weſtminſter, Sept. 4, 1746. 


1 Am ſorry I cannot get to the chapel to-night. I believe 
| you will not take it amiſs my writing to make a propoſal to 

Fou; for my meaning is, only to ſuggeſt it to Jour thoughts, 
that you may conſider it, and under the conduct of the Holy 
Spirit, do was you ſhall think beſt, _ 


I ardently wiſh for union and chriſtian fellowſhi among all 
who love and obey, and really believe in our LorD erf : and 
| particularly between ſuch in England and Scotland, though of 
different denominations, and of various opinions even concern- 
ing material points, not inconſiſtent with that bleſſed love, and 

faith, and obedience. The animoſity among ſo many of them, 


and their bigotry, miſtaken for zeal for truth, that reigns 


among them, and prevails in practice, where yet the principle 
is againſt it, is a grief to my ſoul, 


Tour labours have been bleſſed at Newcaſtle ; a town ſo full 
of Scots, and to which ſo many of them annually reſort, and 


- which is ſo near to Scotland, that it naturally introduces ſoms 


expanſion beqwecn that people and your's. _ 
| You 


Err 41 
Vou have ſome ſentiments and ways of ſpeaking different 
from the generality, and almoſt from all, the real chriſtians of 
the preſbyterlan perſuaſion in Scotland; among whom from my 
long acquaintance among my countrymen, I cannot help think- 
ing afe about five-cights of the real chriſtians there. And to 
my great regret, of theſe worthy people, 1 fear three-fifths are 
wofully bigotted ; a vice too natural to all of us Scots, from 
what our eminent countryman George Buchanan wrote, was our 
temper, Perfervidum Scoturum: ingenium. And ſome of you 
Engliſh have as much of it, as any Scot, but it is not ſo 
national with you, as among the Scots. | 
I I think both you and your brother, have of late, expreſſed a 
great deſire to be uſeful to the Scots, in the goſpel, and to 
-preach it in Scotland, 9 5 9 a 
TVou would have the ſame prejudices to ſtruggle with among 
the preſbyterians, that Mr. Whitefield had, viz. That you ate 
of the church of England, and uſe the liturgy. And you would 
have more to ſtruggle with, becauſe of the difference of ſenti- 
ments, and ways of ſpeaking as to ſome doctrines, about which 
his opinions and expreſſions were the fame as theirs. And 
though this might make you more acceptable to moſt of. the 
Epiſcopal perſuaſion, yet your way of ſpeaking about Chriſtian 
Perfection would make them fly far from you; as well as what 
they call church-order and regularity. For which laſt, the Preſ- 
byterians would not be ſo offended at you, and your urging ſo 
. ſtrict holineſs in practice, would recommend.you to the.Preſby- 
terians; but I am afraid not to the moſt part of the Epiſcopa- 
lians. And your doctrine of man's utter ruin by the fall, and 
utter inability to do any thing for his own recovery; and the 
neceſſity of regeneration; and of an intereſt in Chriſt by Faith 
only, that works by love, and produces univerſal holineſs in 
heart, lip and life; and all by the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
Ke. would be ſweet to the Frebyterians. but not to many of 
the Epiſeopalians. 4 1 N | 
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Mr. Whitefield, in a very ſhort time, and in fewer months, 
than one would have thought could have been done in as muy | 
decades of years, overcame the | prejudices of the far greateſt 
part of the Preſbyterians, and eſpecially of the moſt religious, 
only by preaching that faith and holineſs which you preach, and 
_ meddling with no. debates, and by the power of the Lord ſignally 
accompanying his miniſtrations, awakening, converting, and build- 
ing up many, almoſt wherever he went, in many places remote 
from one another. And bigotry and party-ſpirit oppoſed. this 
| bleſſed work in vain. Hardly any of the Epiſcopal party, though 
he always owned and profeſſed himſelf of the church of Eng- 
land, did give him any countenance; and the few who ineliged 
to do it, were ſo taken to taſk for it by their clergy, (even to 
W Creating 
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chreatring them with debarring from the ſacrament) that only 
four or five, that I could hear of, did any where venture to hear 
him. And ſome of their clergy, I was told, did ſay, That the 
Biſhop of London wrote to them to do ſo. a 
The ſame evangelical doctrine of Faith, Holineſs, Regene- 
ration, Influence of the Holy Spirit, &c. and ſuch bleſſed divine 
power on your miniſtrations, managed with chriſtian prudence 
and ſimplicity, and that wiſdom from above which is profitable 


to direct, would likewiſe overcome the ſtronger prejudices againſt 
you and your brother. — 


But Mr. Whitefield had another advantage, which you 
would not have at preſent. The ſermons, and other things he 
had printed, and were earneſtly read by the Preſbyterians, were 
to their taſte, as well as his ſermons, converſations, and prayers 
among themſelves. And there is hardly any thing printed by 
your brother and you, in which, I fear, they would not find 
ſome thought or expreſſion, that would ſtumble and offend them. 


If therefore, you could publiſh ſomething really worthy and 
good, and on the life of chriſtianity; which would be to their 
taſte, might not that contribute much, to remove their pre- 
Judices, and bring them to liſten to the goſpel preached by you, 
which is the ſame (notwithſtanding all the little varieties) that 
they love, and receive in their hearts. | 


It was in this view, that 1 entreated you to read and confider, 
„ The ſum of ſaving knowledge, and the practical uſe thereof.“ 
We know already it is to their taſte, and in great eſteem among 

all, and has ſurely been bleſſed by our Loxp to great numbers 

of his people there, for more than four-ſcore years. | | 
I ſee, you ſeek not fame by publiſhing only things. of your 

own, but as gladly publiſh what was wrote by others, when 
you ſee it may do good. Ang this little piece abſtains more 

than any thing almoſt I have hithero met with, from all diſ- 
puted points of any fort, and keeps nearer to the great foun- 
dations only of real chriſtianity in head and heart, and in fo plain 

| ws and manners, that the meaneſt capacity is not too weak 
LR ie,” Le FEM Teh POET I EASY e ne 
If you ſee fit to publiſh this, in a little cheap pamphlet, with 

a proper preface recommending it to the Scotch Preſbyterians, 


who, (as their predeceſſors did,) do ſo much value it, and have 


found a bleſſing in it, they would at once ſee your ſoundneſs in the 
Faith of Jx8vs, and gladly hear you. And it would give ex- 
-cecding joy to that honeſt ſucceſsfu} Miniſter of CHRIST, who 
already loves you, Mr. James Robe of Killſyth ; and ſo would 
it do to ſuch miniſters as he, and to all in particular friendſhip 
with him. Where you might think that ſome things wanted 
A little explication, ſo as you might venture publicly to recom- 
enen 7 3:83 07 eee 2 een Libr 
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mend it, I humbly incline to think it might be ting by ſhort 
Notes on ſuch words or paſſages, as would anſwer your purpoſe, 


and yet not offend thoſe whom you chiefly deſign the publication 


for? But for me to mention ſuch in writing would be i inexpe-! 


dient. And had you once read, and conſidered the little piece, 


it would be profitable to me, if you will be pleaſed to point out 


to me in converſation, ſuch paſſages as __ re N 
ſuch Notes. | 


And beſides the advantage of this, were you in Scotland, it 
would greatly induce the ug 

with you, and not be deterred from i by the "Sooten® ſeceders 
lately come to that place. 


May our dear Loxp direct you, to what is moſt for his own' 
moſt,worthy Glory, and the good of fouls. May theſe moft 
bleſſed ends be obtained: And that being. * fy aim, I hope 
you will pardon this trouble, from | 


Reverend and dear Sir, | 
Your alfcQionate and moſt, athfol humble Servants 
JAMES ERSKINE. 


* NT: Ni | ann Mio 21 6419 
1 6 LETTER XXVII. 


21 whe Rx v. Ma. WHITEFIELD, 
| To the Rev. JOuN WESLEY. 


Rev. and. dear WR | Betheſda, Dec. 23, 1746. 


7 I'TH great pleaſure 1 So received a kind letter from 
vou and your dear Brother, dated above a year ago. 
The Ridecanct! s Spirit came with it, and drew me to my knees, 
for you and your dear brother, whom, 1 honour and love much 
in the bowels of the ever-loving, ever-lovely Jesus.. Bleſſed be 
his Name for cauſing your bows to abide in ſtrength. May he 
yet continue to make you fruitful boughs, even fruitful boughs 
by a well; and cauſe your branches to run over the wall! 
Glory be to the riches of free and ſovereign Grace, the arms of 
my hands are yet ſtrengthened. by the hands of the mighty Gop 
of Jacob. By the help of an. all-gracious and all-powerful 
Redeemer, I continue to this day preaching among ſinners, the 


3, * 


_ unſearchable riches of Jeſus Chriſt. In New. England there has 


been a great and glorious harveſt, and therefore ſatan has 


been ſowing many tares. Antinomianiſm has prevailed there more 


than in n and a great number have turned almoſt 
complete Ranters. I had ſtrong invitations to go thither this 
laſt ſummer, but hong, | it my duty to ſee what might be done 
in the more Southern Pr 

| F 2 them 


ots who go to Newcaſtle, to join 


ovinces. I have now paſſed through 


F. ˙ e N. 
them once more, and the Lord Jeſus n love!) haas 
been pleaſed to bleſs my poor labours abundantly. This is one 
great reaſon why 1 cannot think of coming over to England as. 
yet; for here is a range of many hundred miles, as it were, un- 
yatered, by the goſpel, and no one (comparatively ſpeaking) to 
go out into the high-ways at all. Gop is pleaſed to give me 
great favour in the eyes of thouſands, and the Orphan-houſe, 
affairs call for my longer continuance in Ameriaoaa. 
+ Blefled be Gon, I found my family grown in grace, and have 
a comfortable, proſpe& of breeding up ſome youth for the ſervice 
of the Sanctuary. I have now opened a Grammar-ſchool, and 
have got perſons to teach the children, who, I have reaſon to 
think, love Jeſus Chriſt in fincexity. As for my own ſoul, it 
kept cheerful, and happy: And 1 ſhall have reaſon to bleſs 
5 to all eternity, for giving me ſuch, an help- mate. I ex- 
pect her here in a day or two, and ſalute you heartily. in her 
name. We propoſe leaving Georgia again in about two months, 
Z „ 1 IE PS 09994 - 
 I-wrote to you and your brother twice, in our journey hither. 
1 with we could correſpond often. It might promote union, 
and be a means of imparting ſome ſpiritual nouriſhment to each 
other, Oh that all narrowneſs of ſpirit may die in us, and 
that love which butns up ſelf and ſelſiſnneſs, grow and increaſe 
in us ever, more and more! I approve of your general Con- 
ference, but "deſpair of much ſuceeſs, till the intereſt of every 
articular party is made to * way to the general intereſt of the 
edeemer in the world. ſee more and more, that he is the 
Happieſt man, who is moſt weaned from the creature, and has 
tearnt the holy art of living upon Gop, even a Gop in Chriſt. 
To his tender mercy do I commit you, and the dear lambs com- 
mitted to yoor charge. I beg a continued remembrance in their 
aud your prayers, and am | 5 © 
wou s, Ke. G. WHITEFIELD. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


From the REV. Ma. GRIMSHAW, 
we To. the Rev. JOHN WESLEY, l.. 
Rev. and dear Brother, _ Haworth, May 30, 1747. 
1 Hope this will find you in good health, and at hard but 
A happy-making, labour. O may the Loxn give you ſufficient 
\Frrength of foul and body, as well as find you full employment in 
His vineyard, to the end. The Work, I hope proſpers well in 
Al rhefe parts, The ſocieties you formed in William 'Darney's © 
| —_— e "circuit, 


1 


LEE CNET 5 
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circuit; I hear are; in a good ftate. I went amongſt thoſe about 


Todmorden, the week after you was there, and to my gre: 
comfort found it ſo. I Ney ite obſeryed a general diſpoſſtion i 
all ſorts to hear the Goſpel. I exhorted twice that day; for 
I will not have it called preaching. 1 afterwards gave "A 
2 exhortation to a few, who happened to come too late to 
ar either of the former. I then took leave and came away 
about ſeven in the evening. I lay that night at a friend's hou 
about fix miles from Todmorden, in the road to Halifax. Next 
morning, about half a mile from thence, in the pariſh 'of Hep- 
tonſtall, in which you alſo was; and in my way home at a 
_ Friend's houſe, (to whom I had ſignified my intention two or 
three days before) I was met, praiſed be Gop, by a great 
multitude : The houſe was ſo full, that one third part, if not 
more, I think, ſtood out of doors. I ſtood juſt within the 
door-threſhold, for the convenience of all. I exhorted near 
an hour and an half. The Lorp gave me great freedom and 
power: theſe were as attentive, ſerious, and civil, as thoſe 
the day before. » 


At my coming home, I met with a letter from a clergyman 


about fourteen. or fifteen miles hence, and not above two or three 
from that place where you preached in Roſſendale, before you ſet 


off to Mancheſter. He defired me to come and preach at his cha- 


pel, on the morrow. I embraced the requeſt, finding freedom in 
my heart, perceiving that a door is hereby opened, and that 
| the Lorp ſeems to make my way plain before me. TI purpoſe to 
ſet out to-day at.noon and to walk it, having an agreeable friend 
to bear me company. I know the Logp is with me. William 


Darney deſires a . letter from you i his going 


into Scotland. He would go ſoon after Whitſuntide, if you thin 
proper. I (hall fee him I hope to-morrow, as alſo Me. Ben- 
net, who will both be at the boat I am going to, and I intend 
that one or both of them ſhall preach at noon near the ſame place. 
_ _ Laſt Lorp's-day I received a letter from one Mr. Perronet, 
at Mrs, Holmes's, defiring to ſce me laſt Monday there, but 
I could not conveniently go. I ſuppoſe he is gone. However, 
this week I rode to Mrs. H | 
leave, that I would next week wait upon her. I hope we ſhall 
remember you with pleaſure. I had Mr. Hutchinſon and 
is ſiſter, from Leeds, here the laſt Loxp's-day. I hear a com- 


Fortable. account from the  LorD's people in thoſe parts allo. 


1 hope. you meet with all things well, wherever you come. 
[You will not fail to preſent my tender reſpects to your brother. 


The ſame I defire to all the fincere ſervants, and ſee ers of - 


the bleſſed IEsus, your REDEEMER, and mine. O may we} 


kept faithful to Him-to the end; May we ever go forth in; 
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Frength, inceſſantly making mention, yea, loudly proclaiming, l 
His righteouſneſs only; indefatigably labouring to glorify Him 


wa : in our hearts, lips, and lives, which are His, and continually en- 
deavouring to bring innumerable ſons and daughters to glory by 


Jim. This week two members of our ſociety, a married mar 
and woman, ate gone to reſt with this precious Loxp ; Bleſſed 
be his name. To Him I heartily commend” you and yours. 
Lon Jxsus, ſweet Jesus, be with you. 


1 Tour unworthy, but affectionate younger Brother, 
wy Bane om diene bat 7 no MW SO RIMOHAWSC 1 
From the Rev. Mx. GRIMSHA W., 

314 To the Rev. IOHNWESLE FWU. 


Rev. and very dear Brother, Ewood, Nov. 27, 1747. 
K/7 OUR's, bearing date the 2oth of this month, I yeſterday 
received. I anſwer again, and by the length of my letter 
it will appear, I anſwer not in haſte; though I muſt aſſure you, 
J have as little leifure for writing, as any thing I do. The 
want of preachers here at preſent is very great. That the 
harveſt in theſe parts is really large, and the labourers but 
very few, is very manifeſt, Why it is ſo? Perhaps the Loxp 


Of it only knows. Indeed, you in ſome' fort, aſſign a reaſon 
for it. But, dear Sir, are there ſuch plenty of helpers in Corn- 


wall? Send us one or two. of them, without further intreaty. . 
_ You deſire a r account of the progreſs of the Lokp's 
Work here. Indeed I have the pleaſure of aſſuring you, that 


_ I think it never went better, fince its firſt appearance amongſt 


us, than it has done within this two months. I may ſay, at 


Leeds, Birſtal, Keighley, Todmorden, Roſſendale, Hepton- 


ſtall, Pendleforeſt, and in my own pariſh, the ſocieties are 
very hearty ; fouls are daily added to the church, and I may 
fay, multitudes on all ſides, (many of whom have been enemies 
to us and our MasTER's, cauſe,) are convinced of the truth, 
run eagerly to hear the Capel, and (as I told you in my laſt) 


- = are continually crying out for more preachers. New and 


numerous elaſſes, have been lately joined. Were not matters 
thuz with us, you may eaſily ſuppoſe, I ſhould not be ſo urgent 


with you for affiſtance. I think my public exhortations (alias 


what I call my monthly viſitations) in my pariſh, were never 


| 


ſo viſibly bleſſed, I praiſe Gop, for theſe four years paſt, as they 
have been within theſe two laſt months. Such a mighty preſence 


of Gop has been in thoſe viſitations, and alſo in many of our 


weekly 


— 
- 
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yeekly.. clay-meayings, ,as 1 have rarely ſeen before. This | 


by the divine aſſiſtance, upon a publſe 


evening I am venturing, by ne aſſiſt | blie 
IF unchriſtian place, called Midgley, four 


exhortation in a Wi 


miles weſt' from Halifax, where of late I have a great part of 
a : ! 4% 2 +, 2 * s Ewe x 
my reſidence ; and I hope my attempt will have the Lox on 


A its fide. | *; „ 8 Le I 425 KS 2 8 
I hope brother Bennet fails not to inform you, how well the 


work of Grace flouriſhes in Derbyſhire, Cheſhire, and in the 
ſouth of Lancaſhire ; partieularly. about Bolton, Chowbent, 
&c. Mr. Lunelle, (whoſe wife has lately experienced the par- 


doning love of Gop,) wrote me a delightful account of the ſtate 


of the church at Leeds. Thus much of my incoherent rela- 
tion of our Loxp's work in theſe parte. 
© Brother Bennet, Nelſon and I, not only, {I hope) love as 


brethren, but are cordially united in carrying on the Logp's ; 


work: I hope we believe, and profeſs, and preach, one thing 
Ixsus and Him crucified. If you know them you know me. 
About three weeks firice brother Nelſon and Colbeck, were all 
night with me. Before then I accidently met with brother 


Bennet at Bank near Heptonſtall, where I went to meet all the 


Heptonſtall-parith elaſſes. Laſt week I met brother Colbeck, 
and all the e pariſh clafſes. * And about fix weeks ago, 1 
_ "viſited thoſe of Leeds and Birſtal. About 4 month fince, thoſe 


your. ſocieties, , clafſes, &c. in London, or elſewhere, in the 
following manner: | | 


+ F 


1. To believers: Dear ſouls, I frequently have you in my 


thoughts, and wonder how your hearts are diſpoſed towards our 
Saviour! Do you ſtill continue fexvent in ſpirit ſerving the 


Lonp ?- Is He ſtill the moſt: precious, the more you experi 


ence of His Grace? Or like the ungrateful Iſraelites, Which 


Soy forbid, do you begin 10 loathe the heavenly” marina? 


Sure the more you feel by faith the virtue of the blood and righ- 


teouſneſs of our dear SAVIOUR, the more you are filled with the 
Love of God, and the ſweet conſolations of the Horw GRosr. 


For as our Loxp truly affirms, the Kingdom of Gop is 
within you; ſo that kingdom is aſſerted by St. Paul, to be righ- 


teouſneſs, (and then) peace, and joy in the Holy, GOT. The 
more therefore you feel of this, the more will you rejoice, and 
the more will you hunger and thirſt thereafter. Which if you 
do, „ Bleſſed are you, ſays our Loxp, for you ſhall be filled.“ 

Loath would I think, but that this is the diſpoſition of your hearts, 
who have received the pardoning love of Gon our Sa viouk. 


O may you be affected with an inſatiable appetite for a Saviour's- 


| Graces, daily more and more. How will the for ever blefſe@ 
| THREE; .xejoice to ſee it, and rejoice to ſatisfy it! Therefore, 


% Ale, 


Dear Sir, I beg you will, preſent my hearty reſpects to all 
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Alk, and ye ſhall have; ſeck, and ye ſhall find,” The 


more you enjoy of Gop's Grace, the more will He endue you 
therewith. - He gives plentifully, and upbraideth no man. To 
him that hath ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance.” 

ob's treaſury never fails, how much ſo ever goes out of it. 
Nor doth He ever tire with giving; if you never tire with aſk- 
ing, and carefully improve what He gives. O may you re- 
ceive abundantly at this all- bounteous hand, and may you never 
fail, nor faint, whilſt breath laſts, to improve it to the Donor's | 


glory, and your own everlaſting benefit! 


1 
9 


Woünded you, bn purpoſe to bind you up. To you He has 
her Bleſſed | 3. 


"never-failing aſſiſtance to live and die in His ſervice; as, I hape, 
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Toon the Rav: Mr. SAMUEL DAVIES, of ves hach, Ke 


To the * JoHN WESLEY. 2 


hy BS 4 Sir, Naſſau-Hall, Alguſt 6, e960. 
1 Wrote to you I. think about a year ago, to make my 

eren for your Notes on the Neu 7g — for 
Which Iam deepl indebted to you. But as I have received 
no anſwer, I am afraid my letter did not come to your hands. 
3oth my head and my heart, 1 hope, have been improved by 
y = ble teſent. And I am ſo far from taking offence . 
at the few little things in which we differ, that it give me no 


ſmall pleaſure, (though I -muſt confeſs, attended with ſome 1 


mortification, ) to find, that notwithſtanding. theſe errors, as 1 
muſt acedunt them, you fo vaſtly exceed me in ſanctified know- 
ledge and real goodneſs. May the Lozn, your Maſter, whom 
you ſerve with fo much fidelity and SPY: enable you, my 
worthy friend, to go on and proſper. 


The immediate occaſion of my writing to you at preſent, will, 

I am ſure, be acceptable to you ; Whether you ſhould be able 
to comply with the e of t 4 application or There has 
ately been a Wal unuſua about religion A church of 
ngland in Phi bade , 8 by a clergyman. of that 
hel, who has officiated there for ſome time; I mean the 
Rev. Mr. M*Clenchen.. Did you hear him R Jam 175 

you would highly eſteem him, and bid him Gop ſpeed. 


depravity of human nature, the nature and neceſſity 3 gay 12 


eneration, the influence gf the Holy Spirit, juſtification by 
aith in Chriſt, and other unfaſhionable aliaritice of the 
Goſpel,” which were wont to be contradicted, or at leaſt, but 
fightly touched upon, or paſſed over in filence, in that pulpit, we 
are the common materials of his ſermons : and his talents are 
ſo conſiderable and popplar, that he repreſents them in a very 
ſtriking light. And it has pleaſed God to grant his miniſtry un- 
uſual ſucceſs, Need 1 tell you, Sir, after the treatment you 
have yourſelf met with for ſo many years, that this gentleman 
could not be long tolerated within the walls of the church? 
He has been caſt out; but the crowd of his hearers i is not at all 
diminiſhed; and they are now about erecting a new church for 
bim, for ever a ppropriated to the uſe of miniſters of his prin- 
ciples and ſpirit. The building muſt be large, I think about 
go feet by 65,) to contain the multitude: And they have 
cxerted themſelves in contributing towards it. But they will 
fall ſhort 1000. after they of — done their utmoſt. Will you 


wo me, dear Sir, 20 Wr * —_— Es; 


Kink 
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good friend Daniel Roberdeay, Eſq; to apply to you for aſſiſtance, 
and undertook to introduce them. 1 told them, I could 
give them no aſſurance that it would be in your power to do any 

* for them; but I could take upon me to aſſure them 
our generous willingneſs: and it might be worth while to | 

e ſo eaſy and inoffenſive a trial. I know you need no, per- 

—.— from me, and therefore after Introducing my friends to 
: Jon, I leave them to ſpeak for themſelves. 


My hurry will not permit me to n Wire a hear fun 
of love and veneration, 

Jam, dear Sir, e Tn "IF 

33 Your Pare. Brother and humble Seryalty 


LETTER XXI. 4 


From the How. and Rev. Mx. SHI W 
; Fo the Rev. 1 0 WESLEx. . 5 


Well underſtand what you would late by that e ö 

againſt which you fo * endeavour to caution me. It 
is a principle diſguiſed under this . form, but has indee 
no better ſource than the love of the world, and the fear of 
man. I am at the ſame time greatly ſenſible of my own danger 
from the plauſibility of its arguing, and from che gentle lullaby's s 
it is ever ſinging in one's ears, by which it is apt to huſh one's 
Teal to ſleep. Nay, 3 1 may at this . be a flave 
to it, without once ſuſpecting my condition, 25 


If I could diſcover this naſty. motive in myſelf, 1 truſt, by 
the Grace of Gop, I ſhould * and triumph over it: But 

here, as in many other reſpects, e to my coſt, that the 
preacher ſtands continually in n f a preacher. All that T 
can do in my preſent caſe, is to pray the Loxp to make his paths 
Kraight before me; to reſign myſelf wholly to his direction; to 
wait for his impreſſions on my. mind; and to be clear con- 
cerning thoſe impreſſions, that they are of Gop ; and then, to 
preſs boldly forward in the way which he is pleaſed to lay open 
before me, without deliberating on the prudence or imprudence 
of ſuch a ſtep; without conſidering whether any tons * 
or _lols, is hereby likely to acerue to me. ö 

Whether I have adhered cloſely enough to God in prayer, that 
he may favour me with theſe divine notices, is a-queſtion I am 
almoſt afraid to aſk myſelf; or rather, to which I muſt plead 
: n! in vain to * 5 N it r 
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to be convinced of what is amiſs; and then come to'Chriſt, 'by | 


whom I truſt all will be ſet rignt. : 


I ſhall take into conſideration what you ſay concerning faſt- 


ing; and defire to make my hearty acknowledgments for this, 
and other uſeful hints I have received from you. Let me intreat 


vou, dear Sir, to confider me as one ſtanding greatly in need 
of a monitor, walking in fearful places, in the weakneſs of a 

babe, without any faithful guide to lean upon: And O for 

 DGov's ſake, call to me, when you apprehend I am going out 
of my way. Do not, I beſeech you, content | yourſelf with 


: Hinting.; but be open in reproof. Be perſuaded that I ſhall 
lock upon this as the nobleſt proof of your affection: And 


whatever pain ſuch a blow may give me, I ſhall be far from 


eyolting againſt it. | | | 

If this reaches your hand before you leave Dublin, it bears 
to you my beſt wiſhes, and earneſt prayers to Gon for. your ſafe 
paſſage to England, and for every temporal and ſpiritual bleſs- 


ing which your own heart, according to the Will of Gop, can 


deſire. 5 ; ain 
Commending myſelf, dear Sir, to your fervent prayers, I 


humble Servant, 


LETTER,XXXIL 


Io the Rev. Mz. GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 
My dear Brother, bn bee 0 Lewiſham, Feb. 21, 1770. | 


NIR. Keen, informed me ſome time fince of your ſafe ar- 
| rival in Carolina: Of which indeed I could not doubt 
for a moment; notwithſtanding the idle report of your being 


caſt away, which was ſo current in London. I truſt our Lon 
has more work for you to do in Europe, as well as in America. 
And who knows, but before: your return to England, I may pay 


another viſit to the New-World ? I have been ſtrongly ſolicited 2 
by ſeveral of our friends in New-York and Philadelphia: Theß 


WALTER SHIRLEY, 


From the REV. JOHN WESLEY, "i 


Your moſt affectionate Brother, and much obliged N 


urge many reaſons, ſome of which appear ta be of confiderable. : _ 4 


weight. And my age is no objection at all. For I bleſs Go. 


my health is not barely as good, but abundantly better in 


ſeveral reſpects, than when I was five and twenty: But there | 
are ſo many reaſons on the other ſide, that as yet, I can deterns 
mine nothing: So I muſt wait for farther light. Here 2 -. 
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Let the Loxnp do with. me as ſeemeth him good. For tha 


b FETT TER 5 


preſent, I muſt beg of 5 to ſupply my lack of ſervice; by 
encouraging our. preachers, as you judge beſt; who are as yet 
comparatively, young and inexperienced ; by giving them ſuch 
advices as you think proper. And above all, by exhorting them, 


not only to love one another; but if it be poſſible, as much 


\ as lies in them, to live peaceably with all men...” 


* 


Some time ago, ſince you went hence, I heard a circumftance, 
Which gave me a good deal of concern; namely, that the Col. 
lege or Academy in Georgia, had ſwallowed up the Orphans 
houſe. Shall I give my judgment without being aſked ? Me- 
thinks, friendſhip requires, I ſhould, Are there not then two 

ints which, come in view? A point of merey and a point of 


| Juſtice? With regard to the former, may it not be enquired, 


+ 


= 
if 


while there are any 


＋ 
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Can any thing on earth be a greater charity, than to bring up 
Orphans ? What is a College, or an Academy compared to 
this? Unleſs you could have ſuch a College, as perhaps is not 
upon earth. I know the value of learning, and am more in dan- 


2 of prizing it too much, than too little, But ffill, I cannot 
l 


ace the giving it to five hundred Students, on a level with fav. 
ng the bodies, if not the ſouls too, of five hundred Orphans, 
But let us paſs on from the point of mercy, to that of juſtice ; 
You had land given, and collected money for an Orphan-houſe, 
are you at liberty tO apply this ta any other purpoſe ? At leaſt 
| t rphans in Georgia left, I juſt touch 
upon this (though it is an important point,) and leave it to your 
own conſideration, whether part of it, Weg, _— 2 
perly be applied to carry on the original deſign? In 7 
— re 9p ſo ee a ſubject, I have given 8 freh 5 
prog of the ſincerity, with which | „ „ 
Your ever affegionate Friend and Brother, __ 
PLOT ORE e JOHN WESLEY. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
Prom the Rev. Mr. FURLY, 
T0 the Rev. JOHN WESLEY. | 
Rev. and dear Sir, August 16, 1773. 
F AVING learned accidentally by my affectionate friend 
1 Mr. David Pugh, who was in your company in London 
About three years ago, that you had entertained ſome miſappre- 


Henfions concerning me, I take the preſent opportunity of in- 


Viting you (if you can convenient] Wa take a bed at my houſe ; 
can affure you that both I, 


. 
ht” 


my dear Natiey, will ds 
. 


- 


Fey glad to ſee you; and I ſhall rejoice, by any act of civi 
_ 


gicularly among the clergy. In anſwer to which he writes thus : 


2 * ; | +5 4 * 
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confirm my love towards you. Your race, dear Sir, is neatly 
run, and I . not have perhaps another opportunity of wr"! 
you, on this fide of eternity, if you do not now favour me wil 


viſit. No difference of opinion, ir ſome patticulars, is any 


bar, 1 aſſure you, to my affection. I no more deſire another | 


man to think juſt as I ds, than I could approve of another's 
requiring my ſentiments to be moulded exactly according to his 


. own. hoever really poſſeſſes the Grace of Gow; and love's 


the Loxp JIEsus CHRIST in fincerity ; I hope, that man, 
mall ever love and eſteem. Time is flying ſwiftly upon its 


_ rapid wing; and eternity is each moment approaching; even 


that eternal ſtate, where all, all differences will be ſwallowed 
up in the perfect knowledge, and perfect love, of the infinitely 


perfect Gov. 


Excufe haſte, and believe me to be, ; bo 
Your affectionate Friend, and humble Servant. 


- LET IES 22006: 
From the Rev. M. . LIE 8 
To the Rv. JOHN WESLEY, 


Rev. and very dear Sir, Glaſgow, Sept. 1, 1757. 
1 Have delayed too long to anſwer your kind letter of June 16, 
A but that I had not, till now, _ religious intelligence of 
importance to ſend you. The following extract from a 
Fetter I received from Mr. Davies of Virginia, lately, will no 
doubt be very acceptable to ou. CO TINT Gs 
28 5 W Hanover, June 3, 1757. | 
„ My honeſt friend Mr. Henry, has had remarkable ſuc-" 
ecſs laſt winter among the young people in his congregations” 
No leſs than ſeventeen of them were ſtruck to the heart by an 
occafional evening lecture; and he tells me he has great hopes 
of the perſeverance of ſundry of them, and that hardly any of 
them appear diſcouraging. _ TO TR 
But the beſt news that perhaps I ever heard in my life, I 
lately received from my favourite friend Mr. Samuel Finley, 


miniſter of Nottingham, in Pennſylvania, tutor of a ſarge academèp , 
and one of the truſtees of the College of Ney-Jerſey. I had 
ſent him ſome extracts. from my Britiſh, letters, giving an ac- 


* + 


count of the revival of religion in ſundry parts of England, par- 
LA 


. — -- oY 
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[April 16, 1757.] I greatly rejoice that our Lord Jeſus hag 
put it in my power to make you 1 5 compenſation for the Ks 
news. you ſent me. Our glorious Redeemer has poured out his 
Holy Spirit upon the ſtudents at our college [i. e. New-Jerſey :] 

not one of all who were preſent neglected: And they were in 
number ſixty. The whole houſe, fay my correſpondents, was 
a Bochim. Mr. William Tennant, who was on the ſpot, ſays, 
he never ſaw any in that caſe who had more clear views of 
Gop, themſelves, their defects, their impotence and | miſery, 
than they had in general. That there never was, he believes, in 
any houſe, more genuine ſorrow for fin, and longing after Jeſus, 
That this glorious work was gradual, and ſpread, like the in= 
creaſing light of the morning: That it was not begun by the 


* 


ordinary means of preaching, nor promoted by alaming me- 
thods: Yet ſo great was their diſtreſs, that he judged it im- 
proper to uſe any arguments of terror in public, leſt ſome ſhould 
fink under the weight. That what makes the gracious viſitation 
more remarkable, was, that a little before, ſome of the youth 
had given a greater looſe to their corruptions than was ordinary 
among them: A ſpirit of pride and contention prevailing, to the 
great grief and even diſcouragement of the worthy prefident. That 
there were no public out-cries ; but a decorous, ſilent ſolemnity. 
That before he came away, ſeveral had received ſomething like 
the Spirit of Adoption, being tenderly affected with a ſenſe of 
Redeeming Love, and thereby diſpoſed and determined, to en- 
deavour after univerſal holineſs _ Mr. Treat, and Mr. G. iſ} 
Tennant, tell me, in their letters, That the concern appeared 
rational, ſolid, and ſcriptural ; and that in a remarkable degree. 
I was informed by ſome of the ſtudents, who had been my 
pupils, that this religious concern firſt began with the ſon of a 
very conſiderable: gentleman of New-York. The youth was 
dangerouſly fick at college; and on that .occafion awakened to 
a ſenſe of his guilt. His diſcourſe made ſome impreſſion on 
a few others; and theirs again on more: So that it became 
almoſt general, before the good preſident, or any other, knew 
any thing of it. As ſoon as it became public, miſrepreſentations 
were ſpread abroad, and ſome gentlemen ſent to bring their ſong _ 
home. But, upon better information, the moſt were ſent back 
in. The wicked companions of ſome young gentlemen left 
no methods untried, to recover them to their former exceſs of 
riot; and with two or three, have been lamentably ſucceſsful. 
Mr. Duffield, [a worthy young man, ] informed me the other 
day, That a very hopeful religious concern ſpreads through the 
Jerſeys, eſpecially among young people. In ſeveral letters from 
Philadelphia, from Mr. G. Tennant and others, I have aſ- 
ſurance of a revival there, for which good people are 2 
: 1 " N , 4 N / 7 5 1 8 OD, +3 
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 . Gon. Lawyer Stockton informs me, that he is certified by 
_ © good authority, of a gracious work of Gop at Yale-college [in 
Now-Huven,) Cs cr Ent oO 5 "B&H . 
„ This, Sir, [ſays Mr. Davies] is fome of the beſt news from 
one of the beſt of my correſpondents. You will join with me 
in bleſſing Gon, and congratulating poſterity upon this happy 
ſurprizing revolution, in a college, to which the eager eyes of. 
ſo many needy churches look for ſupplies. _ Perhaps it may _ 
afford ame the more pleaſure, as my having taken ſo much pains -* 
to promote that inſtitution, and gives me a kind of paternal 
ſolieitude for it, though I live near four hundred miles from it. 
„The finger of God is the more conſpicuqus. in this affair, as 
the ſtudents, who had ſo often heard ſuch excellent ſermons 
from the worthy preſident, and from the many miniſters from 
various parts, who have occafionally officiated there, without 
any general good effect, ſhould be univerfally awakened by 
means of a ſick boy. Who but a God could do ſuch great things 
by ſuch means? Though this college was well founded, and is 
well conducted; yet I muſt own, I was often afraid it was de- 
generating into a college of mere learning. But now my fears 
are removed by the proſpect that ſincere piety, that grand, mini- 
ſterial qualification, will make equal advances.” _ - 


I I thought proper to ſend you the above good news, in caſe you 
have not got them from ſome. other. I ſent off your letter to 
Mx. Davies ſome, time agao‚ͥ. 88 
I 1 ſuppoſe your Book. againſt Dr. Taylor is now in the preſs. 
I find both now and formerly, that Scotland is a bad place for 
getting ſubſcriptions for Books. I have hardly been able to 
publiſh the Hiſtorical Collectians, but for the ſubſcriptions you 
got me in England. Pleaſe, to order thirty ſetts of your Book 
ainſt Taylor to be ſent me. If I can diſpoſe of any more, 
L will write for them. Mrs. Gillies joins me in our. reſpect- 
ful ſalutations. e eee ont 
. Jever am, 8215 e OM N Wy 
| Rev. and dear Sir, | 
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5 ” * 2 2 
Your's moſt affectionately, „ 
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